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Teacher & Writer

Bringing the fun to nonfiction reading! We noticed a 
gap in the market for middle grade level books in 
the nonfiction/memoir category and so we wrote a 
story that allows readers to bike, swim, and run 
with Gwen as she takes on the 2016 Olympics. 

Filled with stories of reward and disappointment, 
success and failure, and so much more, it is sure 
to inspire young students to work for their dreams.

Heroes Change Classrooms and Lives

https://www.amazon.com/Gwen-Jorgensen-First-Olympic-Triathlete/dp/1782552472/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=1782552472&qid=1652981642&sr=8-1
https://www.schoolrubric.org/heroes-change-classrooms-and-lives/


writers’ markets

• Process-based assessment

• Motivation

• Real audience with real purpose



Pulitzer Center 
Fighting Words Poetry Contest

The Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting raises awareness of 
underreported global issues through direct support for quality 

journalism across all media platforms and a unique program of education 
and public outreach. 

https://pulitzercenter.org/about/our-mission-and-model


Eligibility: Any current K-12 student in the United States or 
internationally may enter. Students may write in any language, and are 
welcome to submit multilingual poems. Judges will have reading fluency 
in English and Spanish.

Deadline: Saturday, May 15, 2021 11:59 PM EDT

Submission guidelines: Go to the Pulitzer Center website and select a 
story. Write a poem of any form and length that includes lines from the 
story. Use "With lines from "STORY TITLE" by JOURNALIST NAME, a Pulitzer 
Center reporting project" as your epigraph.

https://pulitzercenter.org/stories


Need a version of this workshop that students can explore 
independently?
These downloadable lessons include student instructions and fillable worksheets. 
If students do not have Internet access, you can print any Pulitzer Center news 
stories easily by clicking the printer icon at the top of the page. Suggested news 
stories are included in this workshop below.

● Fighting Words poetry workshop - PDF
● Fighting Words poetry workshop - Word Doc
● Model poem - PDF

http://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/fighting_words_poetry_workshop_writing_in_response_to_current_events_2.pdf
http://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/fighting_words_poetry_workshop_writing_in_response_to_current_events_3.docx
http://pulitzercenter.org/sites/default/files/permission_-_noel_quinones.pdf


Students will examine the intersections of poetry and journalism. They will have 
the opportunity to explore under-reported news stories, analyze poems that 
respond to those stories, and write their own poems using a pressing story that 
speaks to them.

Objectives:
Students will be able to…

● explain the connection between journalism and poetry
● analyze the connection between a poem and the news story by which it was inspired
● make a personal/local connection to a Pulitzer Center news story
● write a poem that includes lines from a news story





Inside a Suicide Prevention Center in Puerto Rico | 
New York Times Documentary

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bd7Ro738GKg


WORKSHEET

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vBAIs_5cFy0wiEMdR7Wl8gYY9n19a4ePUkVz_-RaOAA/edit?usp=sharing


“Permission” by Noel Quiñones

https://www.rattle.com/permission-by-noel-quinones/

https://www.rattle.com/permission-by-noel-quinones/










SHE SET HERSELF ON FIRE 
by Oliver Lee

Oliver Lee is a rising senior at Arrowhead Union High School in Wisconsin. A life-long 
lover of words, literature, and social justice, Oliver is ecstatic to be recognized by the 
Pulitzer Center. He has previously been recognized as a finalist in the New York Times 
"Coming of Age in 2020" multimedia contest. As a trans, queer, second generation 
Chinese-American, this piece means a lot to him as he wants to continue fighting for 
recognition of the struggles marginalized people go through.

https://pulitzercenter.org/she-set-herself-fire


sijo 
(shee-jo)

Sejong Cultural Society Competition

https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/current/sijo.php


Sijo

Korean form of poetry (kind of like haiku)

Song

Structure (thematic and syllable)

Twist



Sijo structure

3-4-4-4 (introduction)

3-4-4-4 (development)

3-5-4-3 (twist and conclusion)

Writing sijo is both a science and an art

44-46 syllables total // 14-16 syllables per line

3 lines OR 6 lines



Mark Peterson // sijo judge // professor at BYU
The structure is important, but I always allow for “poetic license” meaning that sometimes the 
message is more important than the structure. But a poem can be eliminated if the structure is 
too far off base. Most poems are close to the sijo structure, but some are too wordy or too short 
on any given line. I really like the three-beat start to the third line.

Word choice is important. Sometimes the right word in the right place is a zinger, really 
powerful.

Imagery. Some poems capture an image so effectively – you can see the image. Some poems 
miss in that the image or message is lost in vague and ambiguous wording and imagery. They 
seem to try too hard to be flowery or emotional and the message is unclear. Clarity is essential.

Emotion. Poetry, in sijo or any form, has to capture an emotion and transfer that feeling to the 
reader. Some poetic emotion is in the category of sadness – loss, loneliness, abandonment, 
insult, being ostracized. Happiness – love, acceptance, success, accomplishment. The thing 
about sijo, more so than haiku, is that the form can capture a wide range of emotions.  



Austin Snell (12th grade // first place // 2016)

Emma

My new dog, little Emma, a gift to us from the heavens.

My aunt passed, stupid cancer, my mom distraught. Everyone muted. 

I could look into Emma’s eyes, she’s still here, on four paws.



Austin Snell (12th grade // first place // 2016)

Emma

My new dog, little Emma, a gift to us from the heavens. (3-4-4-4)

My aunt passed, stupid cancer, my mom distraught. Everyone muted. (3-4-4-5)

I could look into Emma’s eyes, she’s still here, on four paws. (3-5-3-3)

syllables in each line: 15, 16, 14

syllables in the poem: 45



Sofia Liaw (12th grade // first place // 2019)

Absentee Parents

Make their excuses when asked why they aren’t at your concert. 

Pat yourself on the back when you see others holding bouquets. 

You have become your own cheerleader. This is a crucial skill. 



Sofia Liaw (12th grade // first place // 2019)

Absentee Parents

Make their excuses when asked why they aren’t at your concert. (2-4-4-4)

Pat yourself on the back when you see others holding bouquets. (3-4-4-4)

You have become your own cheerleader. This is a crucial skill. (4-5-3-3)

syllables in each line: 14, 15,15

syllables in the poem: 44



Hye In Lee (11th grade // second place // 2019)

A Kisaeng’s Sijo

With the rhythm of the janggu, we dance like magpies,

iridescent and spinning, hoping for freedom from the men

and their hands feeling at our ivory ankles, calves, and thighs.



Clint Gersabeck (9th grade // first place // 2017)

With glowing white eyes and shining white teeth, the beast sits in silence.

Staring, like a hungry caged dog, demanding to be fed.

Nothing is worse than the malevolent glare of a blank page.



Sijo: Korea’s Poetry Form

Page 215 // Back in New Orleans

Page 222 // Season That Never Comes

Page 240 // Coming Home

Page 230 // A Kisaeng’s Sijo



Read & Analyze

Previous winning sijo 

2019 sijo results

2018 sijo results

2017 sijo results

2016 sijo results

2015 sijo results

Fill out the worksheet. 

Make a plan (in sentence form) for your sijo.

http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2019/winners/sijo.php#1ad
http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2018/winners/sijo.php#1
http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2017/winners/sijo.php#1
http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2016/winners/sijo.php#1
http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2015/winners/sijo.php#1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1C_EZHbe6ZQkxE_VMlMW9CU-Ny4CC3cPBCiGLpO3M0FM/edit?usp=sharing


Books of sijo by Linda Sue Park



TWO 
sijo 

(she-jo)
competitions

Sejong Cultural Society                  University of Wisconsin-Madison

First: $500
Second: $400
Third: $300
Runners Up: $50

Deadline: March 31, 2022 

First: $300
Runners Up: $150

Deadline: January 17, 2022

2021 Results

2021 Results

http://sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/current/sijo.php
https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/wisijo/index.php
https://writing.sejongculturalsociety.org/wisijo/winners2021.html
https://www.sejongculturalsociety.org/writing/past/2021/winnerssijo.php


Collaborate!

https://read.bookcreator.com/vQB4vLE29aZKLMs1wWT3OcMn8IK2/Fv64YzmtS3WosoQzsWEQPg


Group 1 Group 2 Group 3



Group 4 Group 5



Read, discuss & report

In your group, read your assigned article and discuss. 

Assign one person from each group to report out.
summarize the article. 

What did you learn? 
What were the main points?

give ideas for how you could incorporate sijo into your classroom.
area of study? assessment?
how will you teach it? curriculum?
how long will you spend? use of competition?



Resources on YouTube

http://www.sejongsociety.org/videos/sijo/class_visit/index.htm
http://www.sejongsociety.org/videos/sijo/class_visit/index.htm


Short videos for elementary 

http://www.sejongsociety.org/videos/sijo/jorgensen/index.htm
http://www.sejongsociety.org/videos/sijo/jorgensen/index.htm


Korean Literature Recommendations



Korean Literature Recommendations



Questions?

Feel free to email!

Elizabeth Jorgensen jorgensene@arrowheadschools.org

mailto:jorgensene@arrowheadschools.org

