
Welcome! 

Consider: What comes to mind when you 
think of indigenous cultural literacy? 

Be ready to share your responses 
with the group!

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nr2VLI8jKww
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1. Welcome (6-8 Min)
2. What We Mean When We Say “Explore”...The 

“Twice Invisible” Phenomenon (5-7 Min)
3. Considering Act 31 & National Mandates for 

Teaching Native Culture (5-7 Min)
4. Rethinking Thanksgiving video, Google Image 

Search,  & Responses (10-12 Min)
5. “Unpacking, Unlearning, & Relearning” 

Discussion (10-12  Min)
6. PBS Resource Share (RT)
7. Wrap Up (Final 3-5 Min)

Agenda

Image



https://www.google.com/search?q=google&rlz=1C5GCEM_enUS987US987&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjNydW7i-j6AhVSk4kEHVqVBjwQ_AUoAXoECAIQAw&biw=1297&bih=639&dpr=2


https://www.usetinc.org/wp-content/uploads/bvenuti/WWS/2017/May%202017/May%208/Twice%20Invisible%20-%20Research%20Note.pdf


“Many Native scholars have argued that living on or 
near Native homelands or reservations – physical 

places with cultural meaning – has a strong effect on an 
individual’s identity and self-esteem because individuals 

feel proud of their racial and ethnic heritage. Physical 
place plays an important part in developing and 

maintaining an identity as an individual, as a member of 
a community, and as a member of a racial or ethnic 

group.” - Sarah Dewees & Benjamin Marks



American Indian Studies in Wisconsin Act 31 
Requires all public school districts and pre-service 
education programs to provide instruction on the:

●  History 
● Culture
● Tribal Sovereignty 

of Wisconsin’s eleven federally-recognized 
American Indian nations and tribal communities.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yPEuQNp0nII


Build Your OWN Background Knowledge 
Before You Teach Your Students…. 

-Orange Shirt Day Webinar

-Indigenous People’s Day Webinar

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9JJmrt6qjc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGbnLFZLNZc




David O’Connor, Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction American Indian Studies Consultant

● Unpack, Unlearn, Relearn 

● Representation Matters

● Learn & Teach Culturally



Resources to Help Kids AND Adult 
Unpack, Unlearn, and Relearn



Classroom Media
Free to use, standards-aligned, 
Wisconsin-focused media for 
grades PreK-12, including videos, 
games, interactive content, 
educator guides, and more!

Professional Development
Powerful and practical events and 
resources to support your teaching 
practice, whether you teach in a formal 
or informal setting, from early learning 
through high school.



https://climatewisconsin.org/
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/jowilder/about/
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/meetthelab/about/
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/resound/about/
https://theways.org/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/resources/#!/grade_level=prek-2
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/about/


Where do I start?

https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/


Book lists & tiered purchasing plan

https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/resources/#!/resource_type=book
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/tiered-purchasing-plan-supporting-wisconsin-act-31-classroom-library/


Amplifying voices and stories 

Tribal histories: in these 
films, tribal storytellers 
share the culture and oral 
traditions that have 
shaped their communities 
across generations

Teacher exemplars: Wisconsin 
educators known for their 
successes share stories on 
teaching about Native Nations

The Ways: a series of 
stories from Native 
communities around 
the central Great 
Lakes

https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/tribal-histories/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/the-ways/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/what-is-an-exemplar/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/tribal-histories/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/what-is-an-exemplar/
https://wisconsinfirstnations.org/the-ways/


https://theways.org/index.html


 

Teaching Culturally
PBS LearningMedia Collection

Molly of Denali Podcast

Games

Apps

PBS KIDS for Parents

https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/molly-of-denali/
https://pbskids.org/molly/podcast
https://pbskids.org/molly/games
https://pbskids.org/apps/molly-of-denali.html
https://www.pbs.org/parents/shows/molly


 

Complex and Challenging Issues

● Incorporated into each episode

● Age-appropriate ways
 

● Great respect and sensitivity

● Live Action “Ask Molly” segments

● Family Viewing Guides

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVr45hJ0M6Y
https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/mod19-soc-grandpasdrum/grandpas-drum-molly-of-denali/


 



 

Hawlii Pichette

● Featured Artist for new
WI Biography: Electa 
Quinney
(coming soon to PBS LearningMedia)

● Artwork
● Beadwork
● Paintings
● Murals
● Coloring Pages

https://www.urbaniskwew.com/coloring-pages?fbclid=IwAR1C8vAmJrJ3D-Y0eyssSkHXZJFEJ9oojpkkucb3d_8Mb-kSUqVhqKr09io


Wisconsin Biographies is a collection of 
free, educational, online media resources to 
enrich social studies and literacy curricula, 
using the stories of notable people in 
Wisconsin history. (Grades 3-6)

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/about/
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/about/


Re/sound: Songs of Wisconsin is a 
collection of educational media resources 
for general music programs serving grades 
4-8 that explores the connections between 
music, identities, cultures, and emotions. 
Educators and learners are introduced to 
Wisconsin musicians from distinct cultural 
groups through a musical composition and 
videos discussing their art, culture, and 
identity.
(Grades 4-8)

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/resound/about/


Free, standards aligned resources

Easily searchable by grade level,
content area, or topic

Videos, interactives, lesson plans, 
discussion questions, and more!

Easily integrated into Google Classroom

Available at: 
wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org

https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/










https://www.pbs.org/native-america/home/


https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/aa3401af-a553-4d87-85a0-90efd49be07d/homesteading-displaced-native-americans/


https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/land-back-indigenous-fight-to-reclaim-lands/above-the-noise-video/


Keep in the Know!
Subscribe to our newsletter for the latest on free-to-use classroom 
media, unique professional development opportunities and more.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect 

PBSWisconsinEdu

pbswisconsineducationinnovators

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect
https://twitter.com/PBSWisconsinEdu
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pbswisconsineducationinnovators


Thank you!
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nr2VLI8jKww

