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Let’s Argue: Evidence Based 
Writing IS Critical Thinking for All 

Learners, grades 6-12 

Katie McKnight, Ph.D.
DrKatieMcKnight@gmail.com

EngagingLearners.com
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Today’s Agenda and Focus
• Why does argumentation in writing matter?
• Importance of Critical Thinking!
• Strategies and ready-to-use writing activities that develop a 

student’s ability to:
• Write a well-reasoned claim (claims vs non-claims)
• Cite and evaluate evidence (fact vs. fake)
• Develop in writing a well-reasoned argument (ethos logos and 

pathos)
• Craft a conclusive conclusion (logical reasoning)

CLAIM IT!
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THE RESEARCH
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MODEL AND PRACTICE

400 hours

10 hours
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The Basics of Argumentation

The Basics
• Solving Mysteries (Simple Arguments)
• Solving Problems Kids Care About (Writing 

Simple Arguments of Policy)
Teach THINKING First
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Levels of Reading Comprehension 
(simplified)

Literal

Inferential

Evaluative

Literal comprehension is often referred to as 'on the page' or 
'right there' comprehension. This is the simplest form of 
comprehension.

Inferential comprehension is often referred to as 'between 
the lines' or 'think and search' comprehension.

Evaluative Comprehension requires the reader to move 
beyond the text to consider what they think and believe in 
relation to the message in the text

Writing and DEEP LEVELS of Reading Comprehension
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Using Non-Text Based Materials 
for the Basics of Argumentation
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Claim #1: Arthur 
was pushed 
down the stairs.

Claim #2: Arthur 
fell down 
the stairs.
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More Resources for Visual Rhetoric

Library of Congress:  loc.gov/collections/

Smithsonian: learninglab.si.edu

National Geographic Resource Library:
education.nationalgeographic.org
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CLAIM IT!

• What it Means to Lay Claim to a Text
• Identifying Claims vs. a Statement

• P-Q-A Putting the Question in an Answer 

• Honing in on Highly Reasonable Claims 

• Honing in on Richly Expressed Claims 

• Honing in on Well-Written Claims 
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Learning Target: To 
make sure students 
understand the 
significant difference 
between claims and 
statements so that 
once they start 
composing complete 
Short Writes, they 
will know how to 
start their 
compositions off on 
the proper foot. 
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MODEL AND PRACTICE

400 hours

10 hours

14

Claim #1 
Zombie Fungus is beneficial to an ecosystem.

Claim #2
Zombie Fungus is NOT beneficial to an ecosystem.

How does zombie fungus impact an ecosystem?
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STATEMENTS
A STATEMENT is a FACT that can be 
proven to be true.

Tip: You cannot change a fact.  You 
cannot argue a fact.

CLAIMS
A CLAIM or OPINION describes how 
someone things or feels.

Tip: Look for sentences about 
feelings or beliefs.  Cue phrases 
include: I believe…or, I think…

Identify 2 statements from the Zombie 
Fungus video

Identify 2 statements from the Zombie 
Fungus video

STATEMENTS

A STATEMENT is a FACT that can be proven to be true.

Tip: You cannot change a fact.  You cannot argue a fact.

CLAIMS

A CLAIM or OPINION describes how 
someone thinks or feels.

Tip: Look for sentences about feelings or 
beliefs.  Cue phrases include: I 
believe…or, I think…

Identify 2 statements from the Zombie Fungus video Identify Two claims from the Zombie Fungus video
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Instruction for Students
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Why Does PQA Matter?

Using P-Q-A is a must for success. And using the words from 
the question in your answer is not cheating; 
 it’s what strong writers do! 

Why? 
The two most important reasons are: 
1. By restating the question in the answer, a writer provides 
context for the reader. (And this is VERY important.) 

2. It helps limit your claim to only one strong sentence. 
And that’s what we want right now (one strong sentence). 
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STUDENTS NEEDS TONS OF PRACTICE
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• What it Means to Cite and Evaluate Evidence
• How to Properly Quote Evidence 
• How to Properly Paraphrase Evidence 
• Model Sentence Starters to Help Cite It!
• Honing in on Citing Relevant Evidence
• Honing in on Citing Strong Evidence
• Honing in on Citing Accurate Evidence
• Citing More than One Piece of Evidence
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Learning Target: To 
make sure students 
understand: 
• What evidence 

actually is

• Why evidence is 
so important

• The difference 
between strong 
and weak 
evidence 

Claim It! - BLUE - Says what 
you know 
Cite It! - GREEN - Says how you 
know it 
Cement It! – ORANGE - Says 
why you know it 
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Claim It! - BLUE - Says what you know 
Cite It! - GREEN - Says how you know it 

Cement It! – ORANGE - Says why you know it 
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• What it Means to Compose a Well-Reasoned 
Conclusion

• Model Sentence Starters to Help Cement It! 
• Honing in on Cementing Well-Reasoned 

Conclusions
• Honing in on Cementing Conclusive 

Conclusion
• Honing in on Cementing Presentable Short 

Write (Proofreading)
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO CEMENT A SHORT WRITE? 

When it comes to short-response writing, being brief is your best friend. 

While some genres of writing ask students to expand their thoughts into long, multi-
paragraph essays, short- response writing encourages you to keep replies concise, 
intelligent, and to the point. 

We’ve stated our claim. We’ve supported our claim with evidence. Now is when we 
cement our Short Write with a rock-solid conclusion that ties the evidence to the 
claim through logical reasoning. 

That means it’s time to introduce our third and final color: orange. 
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Claim It! Says what you 
know. 

Cite It! Says how you know 
it. 

Cement It! Says why you know 
it 

Every Sentence has a Job!
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Example 1: 
Halloween candy sales are a booming business. According to the 
National Confectioners Association, “Americans will spend around 
2.7 billion dollars on Halloween candy this year.” The large amount 
of money that gets spent on candy every Halloween explains why 
so many supermarkets have gigantic promotions each October. 
Example 2: 
It’s not fair that I have to clean up my brother’s toys. For the past 3 
days I have helped him to clean up his toys even when I wasn’t the 
one playing with them so it’s about time he gets his lazy butt off the 
couch and cleans everything up for himself. In order for me to feel as 
if I am being treated with respect, my brother needs to be held 
responsible for putting everything back where it belongs. 
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Chunking and providing structures helps students to 
break down the components and then build them together. 
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Freebees and Tons of Resources!

ENGAGINGLEARNERS.COM/NEWSLETTER
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