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Share With A Neighbor:
How do you build media literacy skills with 

students? 
What do you hope to get from today’s session? 



Classroom Media
Free to use, standards-aligned, 
Wisconsin-focused media for 
grades PreK-12, including videos, 
games, interactive content, 
educator guides, and more!

Professional Development
Powerful and practical events and 
resources to support your teaching 
practice, whether you teach in a formal 
or informal setting, from early learning 
through high school.



Media Literacy is interdisciplinary by nature. Media literacy 
represents a necessary, inevitable, and realistic response to 
the complex, ever-changing electronic environment and 
communication cornucopia surrounding us.
-National Association for 
Media Literacy Education
 (NAMLE)



Media literacy is 
reading the word 
and the world.
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Why learn about media literacy?

➔ Help students learn life skills
✓ Be critical thinkers
✓ Identify reliable sources of 

information
✓ Recognize bias or misinformation

➔ Students need to be taught, need to 
practice, and need to create using 
these skills



PBS Media Literacy Educator Certification

❏ Professional learning opportunity created by 
KQED & PBS

❏ Competency-based certification, earned by 
completing 8 micro-credentials

❏ Validates and showcases media literacy skills 
for students and educators

❏ For all kinds of educators: classroom 
teachers, coaches, librarians & more 

❏ Free!



Implementing 
Media Projects

Critically Analyzing 
Media

Assessing Student 
Media

Making Media for 
Classroom Use: Images, 
Graphics & Interactives

Creating a Code of 
Conduct

Evaluating Online 
Information

Evaluating Online 
Tools for Classroom 

Use

Making Media for 
Classroom Use: 
Audio & Video

Alignment with Wisconsin Standards for Information Technology Literacy

https://content.pbswisconsineducation.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/24181859/med-lit-standards.pdf?_ga=2.88559835.1752035226.1638938224-726611406.1638938224


Overarching ideas, to be integrated and scaffolded 
across grade levels and content areas:

● Be a media mentor
● Encourage questions and discussion
● Make it engaging
● Repeat & Review: 

PEOPLE MAKE MEDIA… WHY & HOW?



Media Mentors
1. Promote literacy
2. Support learning
3. Foster engagement
4. Have media literacy 

skills & experience 



Media Literacy Competencies
●



Media Literacy 
Analysis 

and 
Sample 

Questions





Teaching Beyond the Screen Time Debates

● People make media.

● These people make choices about what 
to include and leave out to tell their 
stories.

● These choices matter because they 
affect how the audiences think and feel.



Expectations for Using 
Media & Technology: 

Creating a 
Code of Conduct



1. What are your school/district’s community 
guidelines?

2. What would you like to include in your code of 
conduct?

Integration



https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org

https://microcredentials.digitalpromise.org/explore/creating-a-code-of-conduct


Creating a Code of Conduct

Micro-credential exemplars provided by KQED at http://bit.ly/PBSMCexemplars.

http://bit.ly/PBSMCexemplars


Creating a Code of Conduct





Understanding How We 
(& Others) Understand: 

Checking For Bias



Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dNmwvntMF5A


Bias



Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epuTZigxUY8


● Write a 2-3 paragraph news report based 
on the video.

● It should include all relevant facts, 
context, and information available at the 
time. 

● It should give the reader enough 
information and relevant points of view 
to make up his or her own mind about 
the topic or issue.

You be the journalist!
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Video

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=epuTZigxUY8


● What do we know (or think we know) about the 
events—and how do we know this? 

● What assumptions did we make? 
● Can we identify any examples of where confirmation 

bias may have been at play?

Group discussion



Source Bias





“What does the headline reveal about the author’s biases or purpose?”

AllSides.org

https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news
https://www.allsides.com/unbiased-balanced-news


● What is similar in each account? 
● What is different? 
● What facts were used to back up each account? 
● Which statements or observations reflect opinions 

or generalizations? 

Share your account



What’s The Media 
Motivation?: 

Evaluating Online 
Sources



Evaluating Online Sources???

“Students often fell victim to easily manipulated features of 
websites, such as official-looking logos and domain names. 
They read vertically, staying within a website to evaluate its 
reliability. In contrast, fact checkers read laterally, leaving a 
site after a quick scan and opening up new browser tabs in 
order to judge the credibility of the original site. ”

Study by Wineburg & McGrew, 
Stanford History Education Group.

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3048994


1. Identify types of misinformation.
2. Know what a reliable source is.
3. Acknowledge biases.
4. Fact-Check.
5. Know how to search.
6. Avoid cynicism.

Teaching Strategies



Furman Library



Lateral Reading

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SHNprb2hgzU


1. Fact-check these social media claims as quickly 
as you can.

2. First to raise their hand and give the following 
gets a prize:

a. True or False?

b. One reliable source

c. Describe your fact-checking strategy

d. BONUS: type of manipulation, if applicable

Game Time



KQED



Not the official 
state of Hawaii 
account 

Lateral reading 
check = 
debunked many 
places

KQED



KQED



Account is a 
legitimate 
media source 
based in 
Canada

Lateral reading 
check = Several 
other media 
outlets reported 
same story

KQED





TRUE - reported 
by many reliable 
news sources.



Experiential Learning: 
Student-Made Media



Setting Up Media Projects

How do I get through the 
messy phase?

CURRICULUM

What are my goals?

PLANNING

What do I need to do to get 
this ready for my students?

PRODUCTION PUBLISHING

When is it ready for the next 
step?



● The FREE Audacity App
● Thrill of hearing your own voice
● Guessing friends’ voices
● Creating
● Documenting
● Editing
● Publishing
● Sharing

Making Media with Early Learners: 
Digital Storytelling

Image



A  Blubber Experiment from Elinor Wonders Why

“The little, 
the dry one 
that didn’t 
have blubber 
was cold 
inside the 
ice.

The one with 
blubber 
wasn’t cold!

Wow.  So what 
did you learn 
about blubber?

It was so 
amazing!....

It keeps you 
warm.”



“I love my whale.  
It, it has blubber 
to, to keep it 
warm in the arctic 
and, and it’s  
going into a cave 
to get, to see it’s 
Mother.”



REVIEW - Overarching ideas, to be integrated and 
scaffolded across grade levels and content areas:

● Be a media mentor
● Encourage questions and discussion
● Make it engaging
● Repeat & Review: 

PEOPLE MAKE MEDIA… WHY & HOW?



REVIEW - Theme-base strategies:
● Understanding how to use media: Code of 

Conduct
● Understanding how we understand: 

Examining biases
● Recognizing media motivation: Evaluating 

online sources
● Experiential learning: Making your own media





Thank you!

Michael Harwell
3rd-12th Grade 
Education Engagement Specialist
michael.hartwell@pbswisconsin.org

mailto:michael.hartwell@pbswisconsin.org

