Structuring Multi-Age Reading Buddies

to support English Language Learners
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PBS Wisconsin’s commitment to

serving all communities

e PBS Wisconsin Education stands against racism;
listening and learning inform our actions. Public
media is a place for learning.

o Statement to the Communities We Serve

e We acknowledges that we occupy or broadcast to
the lands of 12 Native Nations.

o Land Acknowledgement Statement

e  Our commitment to equity and access ensures all
Wisconsin learners can grow together.

o pbswisconsineducation.org



https://pbswisconsin.org/statement-to-the-communities-we-serve/#english
https://pbswisconsin.org/antiracism-and-racial-justice-first-nations/
https://pbswisconsineducation.org/

Structuring Multi-Age Reading Buddies
to support English Language Learners
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Finding Your Learning Buddy

Milling to Music
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V1d4r9awjKE
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Research Snapshot

Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Collections
Martha Speaks Games and Activities
Resource Exploration and Planning Time
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The power of vocabulary

e First grade vocabulary reliably predicts eleventh grade
reading comprehension.

e English Language Learners (and students from low income

households) have a much smaller vocabulary than their
peers; pushing the literacy gap farther apart.
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To increase vocabulary and truly use new words regularly,
students need.:

e to have frequent encounters with new words.

e to relate situations in their lives to these words.
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Specific Strategies for English Language Learners

Prioritize daily Pair home language Provide wait time Repeat words and
1:1 conversations buddies together; definitions
with a third English Use pictures
speaking Big Buddy

Highlight Review and Explore cognates

expressions and reinforce words
colloquialisms
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Martha Speaks Reading Buddies in Action

e Weddy Youn - Kindergarten
e Joseph Cooke - Fourth Grade
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https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/msrb11.pd.ellit.inaction/martha-speaks-reading-buddies-in-action/

Little Buddy Benefits

Increased oral
vocabulary

Speak

to share
your ideas
Ask Listen

when you to your Big
need help E{ Buddy

Social
connectedness
with an older
student
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Big Buddy Benefits

Improve e Pridein
reading and ﬁ a being a role
fluency T model and
Confidence _— mentor
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Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Guides

e Martha Speaks

o  Original Multimedia Collection

e Martha’s True Stories

0 True Stories Multimedia Collection
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:2dd5e929-4daf-30b2-b2ff-76b707faac11
https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/msrb/
https://static.pbslearningmedia.org/media/media_files/TeachersGuideFinal.pdf
https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/msrb/

Reading Buddies Program Guide

MARTHA
SPEAKS.

" Reading Buddies Classroom -
Teacher Checklists e “\1/ ‘.",' I
Buddy Guides N e '

Certificates y &,

Journals O g — T
Letters to Families | < I
Posters

Printable Activities and Games


https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/msrb/

Martha Speaks Reading Buddies Guides

e Activities R

with a Purpose

Conversation
Cards

® Games . Spanish
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https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:dc58a9aa-7ab7-398e-88fa-0a360ef5e809
https://pbskids.org/martha/games.html

Explore the Martha Speaks Collections

Plan and Prepare your Program
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnYutZHMBGM
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Keep in the Know!

Subscribe to our newsletter for the latest on free-to-use
classroom media, unique professional development
opportunities and more.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect
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