


Engaging Students With Local & Culturally 
Relevant Non Fiction: An Introduction to PBS 

Wisconsin Education’s Newly Updated 
Wisconsin Biographies

WSRA Conference
February 9, 2023  |  2:00-3:15pm

Share With A Neighbor:
Who is a Wisconsinite you admire & why? 







● Introduction (5-7 min)
● PBS Wisconsin Education (2-3 min)
● Wisconsin Biographies : An Overview (17-20 min)

○ What?
○ Why?
○ A Closer Look & Refresh!

● Classroom Applications (17-20 min)
● Q&A (RT)
● Closing + Stay In Touch! (RT)

Agenda



Classroom Media
Free to use, standards-aligned, 
Wisconsin-focused media for 
grades PreK-12, including videos, 
games, interactive content, 
educator guides, and more!

Professional Development
Powerful and practical events and 
resources to support your teaching 
practice, whether you teach in a formal 
or informal setting, from early learning 
through high school.



About the collection:

● FREE educational media resources 
that bring the stories of notable 
Wisconsinites of the past to life for 
learners today

● Geared towards grades 3-6 but great 
for all grades to engage varied 
interests and skills

● Enhances English Language Arts, 
Social Studies, and Environmental 
Literacy curricula; unit connections!

● 17 stories currently available
- Animated videos
- Short biography books w/ audio
- Historical images
- Guides/lesson plans for educators



Why Wisconsin Biographies:
● “Localized Learning”

● Diverse Representation

● Scaffolded & Standards-aligned

● Multimedia content; compatible 
with online learning modules or 
in-person instruction

● One-off lessons or easily integrated 
into broader units of study

● Student Choice & “Discoverability”





Let’s check out the website!

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/about/


Story Cloth Family History Project 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1QfgcTDs2WXqSRFZiAKJZDd5EVND9rG6hBeP3X1gtR5Y/edit#slide=id.p
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/0/folders/1gjGzpFHDlam6ZECXL8WB67ZL3k5l8MPB


Perspectives on Frontier Wisconsin 



Comparing and Contrasting 
Women Activists



Inventors and Entrepreneur Trading Cards



Connections to Wisconsin History/Textbook Chapters 

Chapter 1:
Connections to Our States 
Story

Chapter 2:
A Place With a Past

Chapter 3 
Wisconsin’s FIrst People

Chapter 4:
The Fur Trade

Chapter 5: 
From Indian Lands to 
Territory to Statehood

Chapter 6:
Coming to WIsconsin: 
Immigration and Settlement

Chapter 7;
Wisconsin and  The Civil War

Chapter 8:                            
Lead, Soil and Sawdust

Chapter 9:
Transportation and Industry

Chapter 10:
Good Times, Hard Times and 
Better Times

Chapter 11:
New Opportunities, New 
Challenges 

Chapter 12: 
A Place with a Future



Click this link to 
learn more about 
the newest feature 
in the Wisconsin 
Biographies 
series!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-background-knowledge-buddhism-tibet-with-wisconsin-biographies-tickets-513144297407


Kalleen Mortensen
Research and 
Photographs

Khamlung Rinpoche
Tibetan Culture and 
Geshe Sopa’s Story

Jampa Khedup
Tibetan Culture and Book 

Narration & Editing

Tenzin Sopa
Illustration

Khusho Chowang
Tibetan Buddhism and 

Geshe Sopa’s Story

Dhondup Tsagong
Tibetan Culture

and Music for Animation

Khusho Sherab
Tibetan Buddhism and 

Geshe Sopa’s Story

Paul Donnelly
Research and 

Geshe Sopa’s Story

Phunsok Tsawog
Music for Animation

Tenzin Dhondup
Animation Voice Over



Click this link to 
learn more about 
one of the newest 
feature in the 
Wisconsin 
Biographies 
series!

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/building-background-knowledge-islam-palestine-with-wisconsin-biographies-tickets-530837036867


Upcoming EdCamp events

aka Teacher LIVE: a virtual EdCamp on Sustaining Classroom 
Communities (Mon. Feb 20, 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.) Join the PBS 
Wisconsin Education aka Teacher podcast hosts as they share 
insights on sustaining classroom communities throughout the 
school year and then invite you to share ideas with one another 
in EdCamp style discussions.

pbswisconsineducation.org/events 

Play is the Way EdCamp for Early Childhood Educators 
(Sat. March 4, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.) Join us at the Community 
Early Learning Center in Appleton for a free, informative, and 
fun morning of learning. PBS KIDS Edcamps provide early 
childhood educators a space to share, collaborate, and learn 
from each other while earning Registry credit.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/




● Free, standards aligned resources
● Easily searchable by grade level,

content area, or topic
● Videos, interactives, lesson plans, discussion 

questions, and more!
● Easily integrated into Google Classroom

wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org

https://wisconsin.pbslearningmedia.org/


Keep in the Know!
Subscribe to our newsletter for the latest on free-to-use classroom 
media, unique professional development opportunities and more.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect 

PBSWisconsinEdu

PBS Wisconsin Education

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/connect
https://twitter.com/PBSWisconsinEdu
https://www.facebook.com/PBSWIEdu


Thank you!

Michael Harwell
3rd-12th Grade Education Engagement Specialist
michael.hartwell@pbswisconsin.org

Kate Van Haren
4th Grade Social Studies Teacher
vanharenk@gmail.com

mailto:michael.hartwell@pbswisconsin.org

