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o
Interaction betw

een child and dog fosters em
pathy, 

com
passion, and a deeper understanding of the hum

an-
anim

al bond. 

o
H

elp regulate em
otions.

o
A child can feel m

ore bonded and loved.

o
H

elp a child
feel m

ore com
fortable and open up about their 

em
otions.

o
C

an learn how
 to expression affection and receive love.
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o
Learn to care for another living being.

o
Im

prove social skills, such as com
m

unication, active listening, 
and team

w
ork.

o
The relationship betw

een a child and a therapy dog can help 
children develop trust.

o
Therapy dogs can help children learn to respect others' 
feelings and boundaries.
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STRESS RELIEF

•
Studies have found that petting a dog for 15 m

inutes can low
er 

your blood pressure by 10%
. 

•
H

elps a child relax and unw
ind w

hile engaging in a beloved 
activity. 

•
Im

proving confidence and academ
ic progress. 

•
Releasing oxytocin (a feel-good horm

one) in both child and dog.
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o
A 2010 U

niversity of C
alifornia study found that students w

ho read to anim
als for 15 to 20 

m
inutes per w

eek for eight w
eeks increased their reading skills by 12%

 to 20%
.

o
Another U

niversity of C
alifornia study involving canine reading program

s m
ade another 

exciting discovery. Students participating in a program
 experienced their reading fluency 

increasing by 12%
 to 30%

.

o
Practice enhancing a story w

ith their voices.

o
C

hildren spend m
ore tim

e reading w
hen a therapy dog is present.As they becom

e better 
readers they becom

e m
ore interested in reading and reading at a high level increases a 

child’s com
petence. 

o
Increase in the desire to read outside of school.
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•
Reduce Fear and Anxiety driven Behaviors.

•
Im

proving social skills.

•
Im

proving em
otional stability.

•
Encouraging participation.

•
H

elping children feel safe.

•
H

elping children learn appropriate behaviors.

•
H

elping children develop trust.
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N
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•
Boost a child’s self-esteem

.

•
Foster new

 friendships. 

•
Prevention of social isolation.

•
C

hildren learn w
ays to express their feelings and develop m

ore trusting 
relationships
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The m
ain objective of this program

 is to provide a relaxed and “dog-
friendly” atm

osphere, w
hich allow

s students to practice the skill of 
reading. 

By sitting dow
n next to a dog and reading to the dog, all threats of being 

judged are put aside. The child relaxes, pats the attentive dog, and 
focuses on the reading. 

H
O

W
 TO

 STA
RT A

 REA
D

IN
G

 PRO
G

RA
M

 IN
 YO

U
R SC

H
O

O
L



W
AYS TO

 G
ET A

 TH
ERA

PY D
O

G
 IN

 YO
U

R
 SC

H
O

O
L

1.If you know
 som

eone w
ho has a therapy dog, you can reach out to 

them
 to see if they w

ould be w
illing to bring their dog to your school.

2.You can personally train and certify your ow
n dog to bring to school. 

3.TD
I is a national organization. Your school can reach out to TD

I 
directly and they can pair you w

ith certified dogs. 
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Therapy D
ogs International

88 Bartley Road

Flanders, N
ew

 Jersey 07836

Phone: 973-252-9800

Fax: 973-252-7171

Em
ail: therapydogsinternational@

gm
ail.com
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Am
erican Kennel C

lub supports and recognizes the follow
ing 

national therapy dog registration/certification organizations:

•
Alliance Therapy D

ogs (form
erly Therapy D

ogs Inc.)
•

Bright and Beautiful Therapy D
ogs

•
Love on a Leash

•
Pet Partners

•
Therapy D

ogs International
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O
ther W

isconsin Based O
rganizations

•
Am

bassadors of Love (LaC
rosse)

•
D

oor C
ounty Therapy D

og Term
s, Inc. (D

oor C
ounty)

•
Infinite Possibilities Anim

al, Inc (M
ilw

aukee)
•

Kenosha Kennel C
lub Therapy D

ogs (Kenosha)
•

Southern W
isconsin C

anine Therapy D
ogs Assn (Southern W

I)



TH
ERA

PY D
O

G
 C

ERTIFIC
ATIO

N
 T

EST

H
O

W
 TO

 STA
RT A

 REA
D

IN
G

 PRO
G

RA
M

 IN
 YO

U
R SC

H
O

O
L

•
Brief Separation from

 H
andler, your dog has to rem

ain calm
 w

hile left w
ith 

another person
•

W
alking Around People

•
Sit/Stay/D

ow
n

•
Recall on 20 ft. Leash

•
Socializing w

ith people
•

W
alk, Sit, D

ow
n, and Turns around a person on crutches, other health 

equipm
ent, loud noise and a person running

•
Leave-It

•
M

eeting Another D
og

•
Reaction to C

hildren
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 O
w

ner are Phil and K
atrina 

K
ensington

 keendogtraining.com

 N
ow

 offering virtual services 
to clients all over the U

S

K
atrina w

orking w
ith C

esar
C

am
illa at a group training class
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 O
w

ner are Phil and K
atrina 

K
ensington

 keendogtraining.com

 N
ow

 offering virtual services 
to clients all over the U

S

Em
ily D

eaton – Book C
oach &

 Editor
K

im
 Eley – H

ead H
oncho + C

EO
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Facebook.com
/C

am
illaTheTailW

aggingTutor


