
Presented by Claire Zagar

Guide to Engaging 
Lit. Circles



● Guided Prompts for Lit. Circle Creation
● Pacing Guide

○ Links to… 
■ Activities
■ Reflection Logs
■ Summatives
■ End of Unit Reflection Form

Links to Resources

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1u35M9WchpY0-SHuFtifD86KrdGbYPC5l/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11fBp2319W2cOEOh56G1KtCINLKkEdM1I-alYEDLRzOc/edit?usp=sharing


A little bit about me…
● Mom to two little boys – Michael (6) and 

Luke (3)
● Educator for the last 13 years in 

Milwaukee and surrounding areas
● B.A. Secondary Education & English
● M.A. in School Counseling
● Currently also an AVID Elective teacher 

and member of our district Lit. Leaders 
team



Walk away with new ideas on how to 
increase critical thinking and literary 

analysis skills in your students. 

This session’s goal…



These students are only 
in your class once.



Literature



Approaching a Guide to Lit. Circle

Before During After

If the “during” is what I want the lit. 
circles to be, then what do I need to 
accomplish before, and what can I 
do after to connect learning to 
future units?



Lit. Circle 
Guide



Before



Before
1. Identify which skill(s) based on standards will be 

the focus of the Lit Circles.
R1: Read closely to determine what the text says 
explicitly/implicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 
conclusions drawn from the text.

W2: Compose writing for a variety of modes to examine and 
convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.

SL1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.



Before

Have fun with this.
Show off your skills.
Wow the students!

2. Use whole class text and 
direct instruction to teach 
the skill(s).



Before

3. Based on the skill in 
focus, what anchor charts 
are necessary for strategy                                 
assistance?



Before

4. Choose a variety of books that allow for skill transfer 
and fit the needs of the class appropriately.

○ Are there options for all types of learners?
○ What type of books? Is high interest important?
○ Are the lengths of the books offered realistic for the 

timeframe?



Before
5. Create a lesson that gives students time to interact 

with each option.
○ Provide a half sheet with quick facts/details about 

each book.
6. Have students submit choices, Top 3. (Goal would be 

to have each student with either their top 1 or 2 pick)
7. Organize groups by choice, with attention paid to 

mixed levels of ability.
8. How will the skill(s)/standard(s) be summatively 

assessed?



During



During

1. With an overall time 
frame assigned, have 
groups determine day to 
day assigned readings.



During

2. Consider what active reading 
strategy students should 
demonstrate for each reading and 
how they will show it.

○ Are there choices or do all 
students, no matter the 
book, complete the same 
task?  

○ Provide a bookmark with 
suggestions for a daily 
reminder.



During

3. What roles are necessary for 
the group?

■ Should the leader of 
discussion change each 
meeting?

■ Should there be a note 
taker to track the 
discussion?

■ Is there a time keeper to 
keep the group on track?



During

4. What does the day to day 
look like? What formative 
activities will support skill 
growth and the goals of the 
standards? 
● Group level?
● Independent level?

Day to Day:
● Independent Reading
● Lit. Circle Group 

Discussion
● Group Activity
● Independent 

Reflection



During
Day 1 - Group Activity



During
Day 1 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 2 - Group Activity



During
Day 2 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 3 - Group Activity



During
Day 3 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 4 - Group Activity



During
Day 4 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 5 - Group Activity



During
Day 5 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 6 - Group Activity



During
Day 6 - Independent Reflection



During
Day 7 & 8 - Independent Summative



During
Day 9 & 10 (11?)  - Group Summative



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1er8ZNahw1405v7k0sJJkf2n7S-UAd3Yl/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1er8ZNahw1405v7k0sJJkf2n7S-UAd3Yl/preview


After



After

1. What reflection can be administered to promote 
metacognition of the Lit Circles experience?

2. How do these skills continue to be built upon in 
future units?
● How can this Lit Circles experience be 

referenced in future units to build upon 
schema?



Questions?
Contact Me: claire.zagar@gmail.com


