~~~~ / Building Blocks of
Literacy in a

Montessori Early
Childhood Program
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Some Background...

and some
Fundamentals
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Dr. Maria Montessori’s Four Planes of Development

0 INFANCY 6 /CHlLDHOOD 12/ADOLESCENCE 18

MATURITY 24

<

15

3 9 21
Physical & Psychological Mental Social Spiritual & Moral
Independence Independence Independence Independence
Common Sensitivities: Common Sensitivities: Common Sensitivities: , Common Sensitivities:
*  Movement *  Abstraction *  Social Justice *  Personal Interests
*  Language *  Imagination *  Heroes and role models *  Social independence
*  Order *  Morality and Justice *  Personal dignity *  Evaluation of social policy
*  Senses *  Culture *  Belonging *  Personal responsibility
*  Small Objects *  Peer interaction

* Concrete experiences
Focus on self
Crave: Physical Independence

Likened to Primal Humans

Focus on local community
(family, friends)

Crave: Intellectual
Independence

Likened to Nomadic Wanderers

Focus on global community

Crave: Economic
Independence

Likened to Early Settlers

Focus on society

Crave: Emotional
Independence

Likened to Civilizations



0 INFANCY 6

Physical & Psychological
Independence

Common Sensitivities:
Movement

Language
Order

Senses

Small Objects
Concrete experiences

Focus on self
Crave: Physical Independence

Likened to Primal Humans







* Oral language

* Acquisition of Sounds
* Penmanship

* Total Reading




Development
of Oral
Language
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Acquisition of
Sounds
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Penmanship
















B (R LS







"
OO
MO
LAY

O

Total Reading
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THANK YOU !!

Deepa Shreekumar Nair

Nature’s Classroom Institute and
Montessori School

Mukwonago, WI

deepa@nciw.org
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