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Background Information
Experience

Grants -- 74 Titles

Handout



Theory/Rationale
Dr. Stephen Krashen’s 

Second Language Acquisition (SLA) Hypotheses
Natural Approach, Input and Affective Filter

“All human beings possess the ability to acquire a second language if they can
receive ‘comprehensible input’ in low-anxiety situations” (p. 128). Culturally

linguistically diverse (CLD) and English language learners (ELL) require a
language-rich environment in which they are receiving “comprehensible input” in
low anxiety situations to facilitate the natural acquisition process (Krashen, 1982). 

Krashen, S. (1982). Principles and practices in second language acquisition. Pergamon Press.
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Research Question
To what extent will the Multicultural Read Aloud
Project (MCRA) impact participants’ read aloud
planning practices for CLD/ELL students?



Methods

Participants Setting

Undergraduate students enrolled in ELE
4890 - CLD/ELL Instructional Methods

Core 3 
Semester before student teaching

EIU Classroom

Elementary Classroom K-6th
(Practicum Placement)

Mixed Methods Design



Procedure
Instruction
Reviewed Rubric

Modeled read aloud using “Tia Fortuna’s New Home”

Practiced creating questions (handout)

Selected a book

Followed rubric to create questions

Implemented in class and practicum



Rubric





Creating Questions



Submitted 
Questions



Selected a book
Selected vocabulary - created ppt
Generated questions - rubric
Implemented twice -
in class for a grade
Practicum

Implementation



Methods

Data Collection Ethics

Qualtrics Survey
10 questions

Likert scale, ranking, 

Fall 2022
Spring 2023

Fall 2023
Spring 2024

IRB Filed - 9/5/22
Cleared - 9/7/22

Renewal Form E
Filed - 7/31/23

Cleared - 8/2/23

Data Analysis

Descriptive Statistics



Preliminary Findings

n = 45 

Background Information
Questions 1 and 2

93.48% have experience reading aloud
1-5 - 42.22% (19)
6-10 - 17.78% (8)
11-15 - 6.67% (3)

More than 20 - 33.33% (15)



Usefulness of project
58.70% (27) - Strongly agree

30.43% (14) - Somewhat agree
Neither agree or disagree - 8.7% (4)

Strongly disagree - 2.17% (1)

Practice Reading - 14.8% (29)
Generating Questions - 20.41% (40)

Vocabulary - 16.84% (33)
Language Development - 13.78% (27)

Exposure to MC lit - 15.82% (31)
Engagement - 17.86% (35)n = 46 

In what ways was it useful?





Increase in Knowledge
Building Background Knowledge - 69.8

Vocabulary Instruction - 74.76
Questioning Strategies - 82.24
Language Development - 81.57
Summarizing/Retelling - 78.87



Planning
Previewing, selecting vocabulary, generating questions, language structures

Strongly agree - 84.78% (39) 
Somewhat agree - 13.04% (6)
Strongly disagree - 2.17% (1)



Planning
Strongly agree - 47.83% (22)

Somewhat agree - 34.78% (16)
Neither agree nor disagree - 4.35% (2)

Somewhat disagree - 6.52% (3)
Strongly disagree - 6.52% (3)

Did the project impact how you would plan?



Planning
Ranked importance - 1 to 6

Building Background Knowledge - 2.73
Previewing the text - 3.2
Selecting vocabulary to teach - 2.91
Questioning strategies - 3.09
Language Development - 3.75
Summarizing & Retelling - 5.32 n = 44 



Planning
Strongly agree - 82.61% (38)
Somewhat agree - 10.87% (5)

Neither agree or disagree - 2.17% (1)
Strongly disagree - 4.35% (2)

Purposeful planning increases engagement & critical thinking

n = 46 



Additional Comments

“The read aloud assignment with all the strategies we used to plan was really helpful. Especially in comparison to
other read alouds I have done before, I could tell the difference between the attention of listeners.”

“I thought that this was a fun assignment to use in my classroom. The vocabulary that was in the book was a
great teaching tool for my students as they had never heard those words before. It not only was good

opportunity for me to learn vocabulary, but also for my students. I think questioning is one of the teacher’s best
tools, so this was very helpful.”

“I was really glad I was able to expose my class to multicultural literature, and I think it was a great
experience for me as a practicing teacher.” 



“I think that all components for the read a loud is important and all need significant amount of
time. The students really enjoyed the book, I think it was something new they were able to

experience so they were engaged.”

“I am excited to use these helpful tips in my future classroom!”

“I really enjoyed doing this assignment and felt that it prepared us for read-alouds in the
classroom.”

“I really loved this assignment. I know I will use these strategies and tools in my future
classroom. It's nice to learn something that I know I can utilize in the class instead of just

hypothetical situations. I also loved getting to share about my culture and I know that
sharing books that reflect my student's backgrounds can greatly impact their

experiences in the classroom.”



Conclusions
To what extent will the Multicultural Read Aloud Project (MCRA) impact

participants’ read aloud planning practices for CLD/ELL students?

Project was useful and impactful for planning:
Learn how to select & teach vocabulary

Create questions, language development, 
and increase student engagement
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