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All animals have tails. Some 
animals live in the wild. 
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Agenda

• Writing process 
• Skills & knowledge for writing development
• Effective instructional approaches 
oWhat & How
oSample approach: SRSD+

 



Power of Writing

•Means of expression and thinking
•Essential for academic achievement and at 
workplace

•Support reading development & learning
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6

Theory

AssessmentTeaching

Science of 
Writing



Write About



Writing: Process

Idea Generation Transcription
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Evaluation
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Writing: Process

Idea Generation Transcription

Evaluation
Writing 
Process Translation

skills and knowledge you drew on 
for the writing process?

Planning Drafting Revision
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DIEW
Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing
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DIEW
Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing



DIEW
Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing

Kim, 2020; 
Kim & Graham, 2022

Component Skills & Knowledge



DIEW Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing Hierarchical Relations



DIEW Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing Interactive Relations



DIEW Direct and Indirect Effects 
model of Writing Dynamic Relations

Differential contributions due to
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What to Assess
Multiple genres & tasks 

(e.g., Kim et al., 2017; Schoonen, 2012; 
Swartz et al., 1999)



What to Assess

Hierarchical relations 
hypothesis: Systematic 
approach 
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Effective Writing Instruction
Comprehensive writing programs: .42
(Graham et al., 2012)



Effective Writing Instruction
Comprehensive writing programs: .42
(Graham et al., 2012)

Spelling Instruction: .94 for 
spelling in writing (Graham & 
Santangelo, 2014, but see Kim et al., 
2021)

Handwriting instruction (.84 
for quality; 1.33 for 
productivity; .48 for fluency) 
(Santangelo & Graham, 2016)
Word Processing (Graham et al., 
2012; Graham & Perin, 2007)

More effective when combined 
with composing (Berninger et al., 

2002). 



Effective Writing Instruction

Text structure (.59; 
Graham et al., 2012)

Sentence instruction (.73), 
grammar instruction (-.41 Graham et 

al., 2012; .77 Graham, Kim et al., 2024)

• Writing strategies (.82 to 
1.02)

• Self-regulation strategies: 
Setting goals (.76) & 
Monitoring & self-
assessment; corrective 
actions (Graham et al., 2012; 
Graham & Perin, 2007)



Effective Writing Instruction



Effective Writing Instruction

Writing Process: .40 (Graham et al., 2012) & .32 
(Graham & Perin, 2007)

Prewriting activities (semantic maps, 
brainstorming; .54) 
Feedback (adults, peers, or self) (Graham et al., 2012)



Effective Writing Instruction



Effective Writing Instruction: Integrated Instruction

Reading and Writing together
.47 for writing quality, .69 for writing 
productivity, .18 for writing mechanics; .39 
for RC, .53 for decoding (Graham et al., 2017)

Word Reading & Spelling
• e.g., word building 

Reading Comprehension & Written 
Composition 
• Incorporating writing opportunities in 

reading instruction 
• Integrating reading materials into 

writing instruction

Make reading-writing 
connections visible
(Kim, 2022a, b; Kim et al., 2023; 
Kim & Zagata, 2024)



Effective Writing Instruction: English Learners

Leverage L1 
resources (e.g., 
content knowledge) 

Systematic 
instruction in English 
is as effective for 
this population too 



Effective Writing Instruction: Learning Disabilities

Developmental
Language 
Disorder



Effective Writing Instruction: Learning Disabilities

Do not hold the 
development of 
higher order skills 
(use assistive 
technology) & 
intensive instruction 

Dyslexia

Developmental
Language 
Disorder
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 

Self-Regulated Strategy Development
includes differentiated, explicit, and scaffolded 
teaching of the writing process; discourse 
knowledge (e.g., text structure, considering 
audience); and genre-general and genre-specific 
strategies to regulate reading and writing 
processes (setting goals, self-assessment, self-
instruction, and self-reinforcement; e.g., Graham et al., 

2012; Harris et al., 2006, 2008; Harris & McKeown, 2022)
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 

Topic Sentence – tell what you are writing aboutT

ID big Ideas – 1, 2, or 3?

E Ending- wrap it up right!

Grade 1
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 

Topic Sentence – tell what you are writing aboutT

ID big Ideas – 3 or more

E Ending- wrap it up right!

Grade 2
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 

Spelling 
• Attending to phonological, morphological, 

and orthographic aspects
• Developmentally appropriate patterns (e.g., 

CVC-, CCVC-, and CVCC-types)

• Word study (Apel et al., 2012; Bear et ak,, 2008; Graham et 
al., 1993)

Handwriting fluency 
• Writing letters and words from memory 

(Berninger et al., 1997; Wanzek et al., 2017)



-oil -oy -ay where

soil joy gray where

boil soy spray

coil enjoy stay

foil annoy tray
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

Oral 
Language 

Transcription 

SRSD 

Vocabulary
• Procedural  words (informational, provide) 
• Content words (photosynthesis)

Sentence Proficiency 
• Sentence combining 
The man ate the pizza. He ate the pizza quickly. 
 The man ate the pizza quickly

• Sentence completion 
Abby likes her mother to read her a _____[book]
The dog hit the _______ man (Strong, 1986; Saddler & 
Graham, 2005)



Using 

adjectives



Plants need three essential things 
to grow and survive.



FeelingsTemperatures

Sizes
“The icy cold drink and the steamy hot coffee.”

Here is a calm man and an 
excited child.



Do it Together



The tired dog is 
sleeping.



I watched a silly movie.



All animals have tails. Some 
animals live in the wild. 



The student is planning using the 
TIDE acronym (T & E) and using 

transition words.



The student successfully used the 
information in the planning sheet for 

composition.



Birds fly because they can

Birds fly because so they can 
survive and get food. 
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SRSD+: Self-Regulated Strategy Development Plus

https://doi.org/10.1002/trtr.2307
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/10888438.2024.2380272
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/doi.org/10.1016/j.cedpsych.2023.102150__;!!CzAuKJ42GuquVTTmVmPViYEvSg!Owa70FbLsYMch3eQakwBdOQ2snnKWTdiE7bccRTj1ninyWLkD5BSEXXFWEk6qO_NmE32uZHtsqjVukN7S8l8GKkEKYg$
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