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¢ o When Texts Get Complex:
o Assessing Comprehension,
e/~ . Crafting Goals, and

- .. " Getting Students to the

* -~ Next Level

s ]ennifer Serravallo

How fast can a child move to
the next level? It depends...

How much time does the child spend reading in school each day?

How much time does the child spend reading at home?

O Does the child read on the weekends? Vacations!

Is the student engaged during reading workshop?

Does the child read “just right” books?

O Does the child get helpful, explicit instruction?

O Is the child an English Language Learner (ELL)?
Does the child have any learning disabilities?
SEPTEMBER NOVEMBER MARCH JUNE
= T B -
Emergent Story Books Emergent Story Books Early Emergent 1=B or below
Shared Reading Shared Reading A/B (with book intro) | 2=C (with book intro)
(with book intro) 3-DEE

Grade1: rade 1:
1B or below 1=Coor below
2-C 2-DEE
3-DE 3-FIG
4=F or above 4=H or above v
Grade2: Grade2 :
1=F or below 1=G or below c
2-GH 211 2-KIL
3-UIK 3=U/KIL 3=M
4=Lor sbove 4=Mor above 4=N or above
Grade3: Grade3: de3: Grade3:
1= K or below (ave. H) K or below (avg. T) L or below (avg. 1) 1=N or below (avg. K)
2-L 2=L/M (avg. L) 2-0
3=M =N 3-p
4=N or above 4=0 orabove 4=Q or above
Graded: Grade d: Graded: Grade 4:
1=Mor below (ave. J) N or below (avg. L) o below (ave. K) 1=P or below (ave. L)
2-N/O (avg. N) 2=0/P (avg. P) IQ (ave. P) 2=QIR (avg. Q)
3=P/Q (avg. P) 3=QRGavg. Q) S (avg. R) 3=SIT (avg. S)
4=R or above 4=S or above or above 4=U or above
Grade 5: Grade 5: Grade §: Grade 5:

=P or below (avg. M) 1=P or below (avg. N) =Q or below (avg. O) 1=R or below (avg. P)
2-QRR (ave. Q) 2=QIR/S (avg. Q) RISIT (avg. RIS)) 2=S/T/U (avg. SIT)
4=T or above 4=U or above 4=V or above 4=W or above




It’s not a perfect science, but...

How many months to move?

A/B % - 1 month per level
C/D/E/F/G 1 - 1 %2 months per level
H/1/]/K/L 2 months per level

M/N/O/P/Q/R/S/T/U 3 months per level

V/W/X/Y/Z 3-4 months per level

March 2010 June 2010 September 2010 November 2010

Student Name IRL Bench IRL Bench IRL Bench  IRL
MARLON [ 0 F o1 F 1

LYNIAH 0 1 3 F 1

DALILAH _ 0 2 G 1 G
Javvin [ 0 0 2

VITALY 0 D 1 c 1 c
TAUREL* 0 L o4 M4 M
- 0 2 2

wiara NG 0 0 M4 M
saniva (TG 0 G o E 1 E
1saaH [ G 0 0 3 3 L
SAMIR 0 L o4 L 4 N
KRISTINE 0 K 3 3 3 L
rarou TN 0 M4 M4 o
sorov (TG— 0 L 4 L 4 M
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March 2010 June 2010 September 2010 November 2010

Student Name IRL Bench IRL Bench IRL Bench IRL
mamoTAZ [N 0 2 2
DALILA 0 P 0 2
o o o 2
0 2 2
0 Q o T 4
0 Q o s 3 T
o T 0 u 4 v
0 R 3 T 4 u
0 v 4 v 4 v
o s 0 T 4 v
0 P 0 2
0 T 3 u 4 v
0 u o u e v
o T o u 4 v
0 s 3 v 4 v
0 T 3 u 4 v
SCHUYLER| 0 (4 o u 4 v
JuSTlN- 0 T 0 T 4 T
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When a reader needs to move,
what can we do?

1.

Get to know the demands of a level

Plot & Setting

* Retell important events

* Synthesize problems and solutions
* Synthesize causes and effects

* Visualize setting

[ ——

RIS ISHA R

Character

* Infer about, interpret, analyze the
main character

* Synthesize character change

* Infer about, interpret, and analyze
secondary characters
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[
I Vocabulary &
Figurative
Y4 Language

*  Monitor for meaning and use
context to determine the meaning
of words and phrases

o

g Themes & Ideas

* Interpret a story by naming a lesson

or theme

* Identify and interpret social issues
in a story

* Identify and interpret symbols in a
story

When a reader needs to move,
what can we do?

2

Get to know the expectations of
readers within that level
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Plot & Setting

When a reader needs to move,
what can we do?

3

Get to know the reader

ASBESS

1/4/13



ASBESS

Student Response Form

a Grade

Student's name o,

Your feacher wans fo learn more about you as a reader. Here are some directions fo remember:
« Please complete this assessment on your own. Do not ask for help or use anylhing
(dictionaries, websies, efc to help you.
+ Each fime you read, please fillin your reading log below.
+ When you reach a page with a sficky note, read fo the bottom of the page.

+ Stop and answer the question on your response form. Include s much detail as you can
from the book to support your answer. i i fine fo reread, but do not read ahead.)

 Put the sticky nofe back in fhe book.

+ Keep reading!

READIND 209 Teocher: Please i out.
Totol | Total

Date | StortTime | EndTime | StoriPoge | End Page Rl
1o-1g-1| G w0 [1ew o ' zo
to-15-0 10230 [y 2o 4o
Jo-1a [10:45 [1es | e 56
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ASBESS

1. pace s What kind of person is Stuart?

Stua

) whe L4 o w ; C

2. pace 13 What does “his ears begin to blow up” mean in this part?

3. pace 19 Why does Stuart work so hard fo bring in something special for
“Our Big Interesting World?"

e s . o

ASBESS

Reflection
Was this book easy, just right, or too hard?.

How do you know? Dot <

Did you like this book?

Why or why not? ¢

Would you choose another book like this from the library? _

Why or why nof? 0200, >
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SchooL. EXCEPTIONAL PROFICIENT APPROACHING
pr—
Whatkidotprsonssuarty A m el i,

o e n ke b
[ | 1. eacks What kind of person is Stuart?
) Otuack 18 a percon wha lilkes +o wocry about

EVALUATE

he shuff He 1lA

toworcy obou+t schoo)

EVALUATE

Comprehension Record & Planning Form: Level M

Stuart Goes to School by Sara Pennypacker

suwcent:— Nadia M. oue._10/20/11
First-Tally Student Resus e
1. Refer to the student’s scored Response Form. E-Exceptional
2.Check # the appropriate white box [E, P, A, or I] below for each answer. P':";'r‘;‘el"‘
. Tallyeach sl nd e st nmber o £ P A and respnss i hgprond
€ Recordh ol b e chart,
A Vocabulary &
[ orarscer | potecaitan e T ne
oot o [ € [P [AT €[ P [Al i |elr[al 1 [el P AL
5 o
(VA TR
i = ] i < H
‘ |
5 i
o5 e v
E[P Al |EP[AlI|ELP e Al
mo [Tl T T2l ] I

Total number of

3 o ficient 4110 approaching + ncorrect <3_/10

Total pages: 56 divided by total minutes to read book lirom logl: 8O = reading rate: 87 p/min

EVALUATE

Next: Decide on Goals

1.1 the first column, check the scenario or scenarios that best describes this student’s performance.
2. Reflect on the information in the last two columns to plan for your reading conference with the student.

incorrect responses are clustered in
one or two of the four strands, yet all<]
other responses are proficient and/

or exceptional

ralt Then Teaching Suggestions
One-third ['/3) or more of the student’s | This level is likely too difficult. Assess the nla
total responses from all four strands student at the next level below to determine a
are approaching and/or incorrect. goal.
The student’s approaching and Instruct the student in one area of need at a See pa

time, sing the strands in this order:
{3, Plot and Setti

2. Character
3. Vocabulary and Figurative Language
4. Themes and Ideas

721 Plot and Setting

733 Character

749 Vocabulary and
Figurative Language

159 Themes and Ideas

No answers are incorrect or
approaching. The student’s
responses are mostly proficient
and some are exceptional.

In most cases, work to move the student from
proficient to exceptional in all areas. Instruct
the student in one area at a time, addressing the
strands in the order listed on the right.

See pages:

721 Plot and Setting

133 Character

749 Vocabulary and
Figurative Language

759 Themes and Ideas
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EVALUATE

What goal or goals have you decided to focus on [see Then column]?
Plot & Sett ing
Which strategy or strategies will you introduce first? (Refer to pages from the Teaching Suggestions column.)

o ! ?c.m‘o With chn.‘p'\'er Txleg ”

7
l" - - - ‘

Additional notes to prepare [e.g., questions to ask, a book for modeling, and so onl:
adi 3 + e
is less bext }'_Q accusmlake

When a reader needs to move,
what can we do?

Teach!




[t’s not a wait-and-see game...

O Start with a clear goal

O Strategy lessons

O Guided reading (one-on-one or in a group)

O Text level introduction groups

O Get child in a series, release scaffold across series

O Give the support of a book club

Jennifer Serravallo

www.jenniferserravallo.com

iserravallo@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/pages/jenniferserravallo
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