
Problem-Solving Circles 
 

Thinking	
  Prompts	
   	
   Process	
  

I	
  notice…	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

One	
  pattern	
  I	
  see	
  is…	
  

I	
  need	
  to	
  draw…	
  

I	
  already	
  knew…	
  

This	
  reminds	
  me	
  of…	
  

I	
  am	
  confused	
  by…	
  

A	
  strategy	
  I	
  might	
  	
  
use	
  is…	
  	
  

______	
  in	
  math	
  	
  
means…	
  

My	
  first	
  step	
  is…	
  

What	
  I	
  need	
  to	
  know	
  is…	
  

It	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  remember…	
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Read the problem. 

Read again. 

Record your 
thinking. 

Share out. Choose 
a strategy. 

Reread, solve, 
and record. 

Share out.  Does it 
make sense? 

If it doesn’t m
ake sense... 

Read the problem. 

Read again. 

Record your 
thinking. 

Share out. Choose 
a strategy. 

Reread, solve, 
and record. 

Share out.  Does it 
make sense? 

If it doesn’t m
ake sense... 



Problem-Solving Circle Questions 
 
Discussions	
  on	
  Thinking	
  Prompts	
  

Why	
  did	
  you	
  think	
  that	
  was	
  important?	
  

How	
  will	
  you	
  use	
  that	
  strategy?	
  

Discussion	
  on	
  Solution	
  

I	
  agree	
  with	
  _______’s	
  thinking	
  because…	
  

I	
  disagree	
  with	
  ______’s	
  thinking	
  because…	
  

What	
  makes	
  you	
  think	
  that?	
  

How	
  do	
  you	
  know	
  that?	
  

How	
  did	
  you	
  figure	
  that	
  out?	
  	
  

Can	
  you	
  explain	
  that	
  in	
  another	
  way?	
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