
Real Reading + 
Real Writing = 
Real Learning

TH-C6
1:00-2:30

Tera Ellison, Jaimie Howe, 
and Kari Davis
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fake
verb  |  adjective  |  noun  |  \’fãk\  

v.  : one that is not what it purports to be: as
v.  : a worthless imitation passed off as genuine 

adj. : having a false or misleading appearance; fraudulent

n. : one that is not authentic or genuine; a sham
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOMpuwIyk1A
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Assembled ELA team
● Formed grade level groups
● Examined best practices

○ Review process tool- IMET
■ Grade K-1, Grade 2, Grade 3, Grade 4, 

Grade 5
○ Grade level orientation videos

2015-2016

RW Review

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grades%20k-1.pdf
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grade%202.pdf
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grade%203.pdf
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grade%204.pdf
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grade%205.pdf
http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/72/ELA_Rubric_Grade%205.pdf
http://www.heinemann.com/blog/uos-reading-orientationvids/
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2015-2016

RW Review
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● Stamina
● Independent 

Rdg./ Read 
to Self

● Good Fit 
Books

● Teacher 
Conferring

● Strategy 
Groups

● Students are always 
reading (or responding 
to reading by 
writing/talking)

● All mini-lessons 
connect

● Organized by unit with 
specific goals

● Students check-in 
and  select where to 
go

● Teacher makes 
choices for WG 
mini-lessons

● Often teaching many 
skills in one day

2015-2016

RW Review

Daily 5 Workshop
Model
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Resources
● RUOS kits purchased
● What additional resources will we need to purchase?

○ Pioneer Valley books purchased
○ Partnership with district media specialist 
○ If/Then Unit mentor texts
○ K-STAR Books
○ Toolkit Texts

● Feedback form

2015-2016

RW Review



17

Professional Development
● CESA 6 Professional Development (½ day 

all teachers)
● Team members tried out units
● Building level Guide to the Reader’s 

Workshop Book Studies

2015-2016

RW Review
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2015-2016

RW Review

Kindergarten - 2nd
Read Aloud/Shared 
Reading/Word Study 30 min.
Reading Workshop 60 min.
Writing Workshop 45-60 min.

3rd-5th
Read Aloud/Word 
Study 30 min.
Reading Workshop 60 min.
Writing Workshop 45-60 min.



Real Time
● Managing the minilesson: the beginning of each 

day’s reading instruction
● Managing reading time: the heart and soul of the 

reading workshop
● Managing conferring and small-group instruction
● Managing mid-workshop, partner time, and share 

session: workshop closure
● Managing books, libraries, and other materials
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2015-2016

RW Review
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2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation



Professional Development
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● Summer grade level training
● Zoom meetings with CESA rep
● ELA Team staff meeting PD
● District Collaboration on PD days
● Ongoing coaching/co-teaching
● 2017-2018-CESA 6 returning

2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation



Online Resources 
● Bibliographies
● Short texts
● Illustrations to show completed anchor charts
● Reproducible checklists
● Pre- and post-assessments
● Mentor texts
● Videos
● Web links
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2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation
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2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation

● TIME to choose books, read, think about their reading, and interact 
with others about what they read.  

● CHOICE about the books they read and the strategies they use to 
help them comprehend.  

● STRUCTURE that allows them opportunities to work with the 
teacher, one another, and independently.  

● OPPORTUNITIES to share their thoughts and feelings about reading.
● PURPOSE for reading is explicit and cohesive throughout each unit

Why is Workshop Real?



Real Results: Here’s our Proof
● Ali’s Pre/Post Assessment
● Interview with Brooke
● Topher’s video from K and 1
● Max’s Story
● Parent Story
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2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation
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“Powerful instruction produces visible and immediate results; when 
youngsters are taught well, the thinking, talking, and writing about 
reading they produce becomes far more substantial, complex, and 
significant. Good teaching pays off. When you provide students 
with constant opportunities to read and to write and when you 

actively and assertively teach into their best efforts, their 
literacy development will astonish you, their parents, the school 

administrators, and best of all, the students themselves.”

-Lucy Calkins, 2015-

2016-2017

RW + WW Full 
Implementation
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● If/Then Template
● Tera’s Website
● Reading mats
● How to decipher a lesson

Real Take-Aways

https://docs.google.com/a/msd.k12.wi.us/document/d/1tf08Rrg8Y-5nYy1MMOtTozM4IwuuNomPJxdl-2GO3Ao/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/a/msd.k12.wi.us/document/d/1tf08Rrg8Y-5nYy1MMOtTozM4IwuuNomPJxdl-2GO3Ao/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/msd.k12.wi.us/tellison/
https://sites.google.com/a/msd.k12.wi.us/tellison/
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-d7XQNmbWH4
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-d7XQNmbWH4
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Thanks for 
Coming!

Any questions?
You can find us on    or e-mail:  
@TeraEllison, @jaimie_howe, @karileadavis 
tera_ellison@msd.k12.wi.us
jaimie_howe@msd.k12.wi.us
kari_davis@msd.k12.wi.us
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