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“We overestimate 
children academically 
and underestimate 
them intellectually.”

Lillian King

“I loved the alignment of beliefs 
and practice – as in, ‘If we say we 
believe this, we must therefore do 
that. In America, for instance, we 
say we value independence, 
freedom and innovation; yet too 
often in schools we engage in 
practices that seem to promote 
quite the opposite.”

Vicki Vinton
The Teacher You Want to Be
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In fact, in 1900, human knowledge doubled every 100 years. By 
1945, it was doubling every 50 years
In fact, in 1900, human knowledge doubled every 100 years. By 
1945, it was doubling every 50 years

From the National Commission on Teaching & America’s Future

What’s Considered Best 
Practice in Inquiries & a Socio-

Constructivist Approeadh

What Do You Know? What Do You Wonder?

What do you learned or 
figured out from the text ?

What do you wonder about
(this could be something 
you’re curious, confused or 
thinking about)?

A dapted from  What Readers  Really Do. 2012. Dorothy Barnhouse &  Vicki Vinton. Heinemann
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From Practicing 
Skills . . .

. . . to Making 
Meaning

What DidYou Notice? What Do You Make of 
What You Noticed?

This could bea line or detail that:
• Stood out for you
• Raised a question
• Confused you
• Seemed surprising or possibly 

significant (even if you don’t 
know why)

• Seemed to be part of a pattern
• Seemed connected to another 

part of the text

This could be:
• A Question
• A Wondering
• An Observation
• An Inference
• A Hunch
• An Interpretation
• An Idea or Theory

The Essence of Thinking Critical Thinking Creative Thinking
Analytic

Probability

Judgment

Hypothesis Testing

Answer

Closed

Reasoning

Yes but

Generative

Possibility

Suspending Judgment

Hypothesis Forming

An Answer

Open-Ended

Speculating

Yes and
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