In the Thick of the Thinking:

Toward a Sodo-Constructivist Approach
Teaching Reading
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Belief 2 (Teachers as leamers)
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Belief 9 (Teacher professional growth and collaboration)
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Ieaming i charscirzed by engagement,purpose, and sl direction.

Beliel 3 (Appreciative view of children)
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Beliel 4 (Struggle is where leaming happens)

Beliet 11 (Family)
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Beliet 5 (Engagement)
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Belief 6 (Ownership o learming)

Belief 13 (Time)
We believe children need time, both within 3 school day and acrss  school
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Children are viewed as capable, strong
and powerful protagonists in their own
learning

Children constructknowledge and co-
research with the teacher.

Learning occurs through collaboration
andrelationshipswith the teacher,
parents, environment and other students.

Children are viewed as citizens and
creators of culture.

Children are valuedfor whatthey are
now, not simply whatthey will become.
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Your Image of the Child:
Where Teaching Begins

by Loris Malaguzzi

There are hundreds of different images of the child.
Each one of you has inside yourself an image of the
child that directs you as you begin to relate to a child.
This theory within you pushes you to behave in
certain ways; it orients you as you talk to the child,
listen to the child, observe the child. Itis very
difficult for you to act contrary to this internal image.
For example, if your image is that boys and girls are
very different from one another, you will behave
differently in your interactions with each of them.
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“t Loved the alignment of beliefs
and practice — as in, ‘1f we say we

| WHiAT DO YOU ] = believe this, we must therefore do
BEL'EVE ABOUT g A that. tn America, for nstance, we

HOW KIDS LEARN MOST say we value independence,

P OW E R FU I_LY e ecne I8 freedom and tnnovation; yet too

AN D D EEP I_Y ' 4 %g?%g%u = oftew'iw schools weengage in

practiees that seem to promote

IN THEIR LIVES? ,! ; ) o quite the opposite.”

VieRi Vinton
The Teacher You want to Be

Eachtime one prematurely teaches a child
something he could have discovered himself,
that child is kept from inventing it and
consequently from understanding it completely.

JEAN PIAGET
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From the National Commission onTeaching & America’s Future

OUR VISION OF TEACHING AND LEARNING

PROVOCATIONS
PROVOKE THOUGHTS,

DISCUSSIONS,

QUESTIONS, INTERESTS,
CREATIVITY, AND IDEAS.
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What's Considered Best
| only attempt td provide o a o 5 A
o conaiions whicn - Practice in Inquiries &a Socio-
2y can learn.” S
Constructivist Approeadh

“I never teach my pupils.

L= Albert Einstein, Physicist.

STUDENT

« Critical thinker

* Communicator
« Collaborator

« Creative problem-solver
o @)

TEACHER
+ Learning Designer
« Facilitator
* Networker
« Advisor who coaches, counsels,
mentors, and tutors
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What D

What do you learned or
figured outfrom the text ?

Adapted from What Readers Really Do. 2012. Dorothy Bamhouse & Vicki Vinton. Heinemann

What Do Wi

What do you wonderabout
(this could besomething
you’recurious, confused or
thinking about)?
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The Essence of Thinki ng Critical Thinking Creative Thinking

Analytic Generative

What DidYou Notice? What DoYou Make of
WhatYou Noticed? Probability Possibility

Thiscould bealineordetail that: Thiscould be:
Stood outfor you * AQuestion
Raised a question * AWondering Hypothesis Testing Hypothesis Forming
Confused you ¢ An Observation
Seemed surprising orpossibly * An Inference Answer An Answer
significant(even ifyou don’t A Hunch
know why) An Interpretation
Seemed to bepart ofa pattern An IdeaorTheory
Seemed connected to another
part of the text Yesbut Yesand

Judgment Suspending Judgment

Closed Open-Ended

Reasoning Speculating

STEERING THE SHIP
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Creative Thinking
Possibility
Generative

Hypothesis Forming . ., Chartstudents' thinking without judgmert.

Notice and name confusion as something every reader experiences—and uses 1o
re2d closey

Draw arrows to how mearing and ti

Ask students to explain ther thinking 5o others can see their thought process

Notice figure out

Main Idea hasevt stated explicitly (dotal + detai + detal = nferenca),

Character Trait
‘Thesis Statement

Recast students' predictons,speculations, o theories s wondering questions
Claim o . °

Use students' comments to bring i the author, which helps students become

1 more aware of the author's role and choices.
Notice and name when students ask more penetrating *Why?* questions
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Celebrate the diversity of thinking in both talk and writing.
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Being able to "go beyond the
information” given to "figure

things out" is one of the few
untarnishable joys of life.

Viddi Vinton

winton@nyc.rcom
@VickiVintonTMAP
www tomakeaprairiewardpresscom




