
This presentation supports educators in teaching American Indian Studies in alignment with Wisconsin Act 31
using the Four I’s framework—Inform, Include, Integrate, and Infuse. Participants will learn how to deliver
accurate historical and contemporary content while centering Indigenous stories, narratives, and voices. The
session emphasizes embedding American Indian Studies across academic content, subjects, and topics, within
daily teaching, assessment, and classroom practices, rather than confining the content to isolated lessons or
specific times of the year. Participants will also examine how each of the Four I’s advances instruction beyond
surface-level awareness toward meaningful and sustained teaching and learning opportunities.

David J. O'Connor (Anishinaabe or Ojibwe name is Bwaakoningwiid) is originally from and is a citizen of the Bad River Band of
Lake Superior Chippewa. In January 2012, he became the Education Consultant - American Indian Studies Program at the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI). In David's role at DPI, he supports school districts' efforts to provide
instruction on the histories, cultures and tribal sovereignty of American Indian Nations and tribal communities of Wisconsin,
often referenced as Wisconsin Act 31, and the education of Native American students.
David provides training opportunities and presents at conferences and workshops on American Indian Studies and provides
general consultation on issues related to Native American education. He also serves as liaison to the Tribal Nations and
communities of Wisconsin; tribal education departments, the Wisconsin Indian Education Association (WIEA), the Great Lakes
Inter-Tribal Council (GLITC), the Special Committee on State-Tribal Relations, and the Office of Indian Education - U.S.
Department of Education.
David received both his Master of Science (M.S.) and Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
in Madison, WI. He is also a graduate of the School District of Ashland in Ashland, WI, where he did his K-12 education and a
graduate of the Bad River Head Start in Odanah, WI on the Bad River Indian Reservation where he started his education and
early learning.
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