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Critical literacy

Two meanings of critical - both important for
critical analysis

Critical thinking — analysis based on logic,
reason, evidence, argument.

Critical literacy - ideological critique with a
social justice agenda - an analysis of power,
inclusion/exclusion, representation,
normalisation.
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Formulating critical questions
Use frameworks - Janks

Power — who benefits, what is normalised?
Diversity and difference - hierarchies
Access - inclusion and exclusion

Design - how do semiotic choices produce
representation?

Redesign - how might the text be redesigned?

Formulating critical questions
Use frameworks - John Thompson

Legitimation What is presented as legitimate?

Dissimulation What is hidden/disguised/mystified?
Unification Who is constructed as ‘us’/not us
Fragmentation =~ Who is Other, different and dangerous
Reification What actions are presented as things
(verbs presented as nouns). What is

naturalised/normalised.

Formulating critical questions

Using Lewison, Leland and Harste

1. Disrupting the commonplace
What systems of meaning are operating?
2. Interrogating multiple viewpoints

Whose voices are heard and absent whose
perspective

3. Sociopolitical focus - how do privilege, power
and injustice impact on daily life?
4. Taking action to promote social justice

Formulating critical questions
Use frameworks - Janks

Power — who benefits, what is normalised?
Diversity and difference - hierarchies
Access - inclusion and exclusion

Design ~ how do semiotic choices produce
representation?

Redesign - how might the text be redesigned?

Using the grammar of design

Content choices - selection and exclusion,
sequencing, argument

Verbal: genre, grammatical choices, word selection

Visual: what kind of shot, angle, framing, focus,
foregrounded and backgrounded, composition of
elements

Other modes: spacetime, movement,
embodiments, etc.
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