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Recommendation List
Compiled by the WSRA Children’s Literature Committee for the 2018 Convention
from titles published between September 2016-December 2017
Committee members dedicate themselves to reading widely to evaluate the newest books published each
year, in order to recommend the most interesting and valuable books for educators and children to read.
Submitted and nominated titles are evaluated based on appeal for students and value for classroom use
while also representing high-quality literature with a focus on diversity, authenticity, real-world awareness,
thought-provoking response, engaging storytelling, and artistry of writing craft.

Interest Level K-3
Armstrong: The Adventurous Journey of a Mouse to the Moon by Torben Kuhlmann (NorthSouth, 2016)
A long time ago a mouse learned to fly...and crossed the Atlantic. But what happened next? Torben Kuhlmann's
stunning new book transports readers to the moon and beyond! On the heels of Lindbergh: The Tale of a Flying
Mouse comes Armstrong: A Mouse on the Moon--where dreams are determined only by the size of your
imagination and the biggest innovators are the smallest of all. The book ends with a brief nonfiction history of
human space travel--from Galileo's observations concerning the nature of the universe to man's first steps on the
moon.
Barkus by Patricia MacLachlan, illustrated by Marc Boutavant (Chronicle Books, 2017)
Meet Barkus. Barkus is loyal. Barkus is generous. Barkus is family. The exuberant Barkus and his lucky young
owner whirl and twirl across the pages of this delightful pre-chapter book series from award-winning author
Patricia MacLachlan. The accessible text is ideal for even the newest independent reader, while the warm,
humorous story and energetic illustrations will appeal to picture book readers as well as advanced readers.
Charlie & Mouse by Laurel Snyder, illustrated by Emily Hughes (Chronicle Books, 2017)
Four hilarious stories, two inventive brothers, one irresistible book! Join Charlie and Mouse as they talk to lumps,
take the neighborhood to a party, sell some rocks, and invent the bedtime banana. With imagination and humor,
Laurel Snyder and Emily Hughes paint a lively picture of brotherhood that children will relish in a format perfect
for children not quite ready for chapter books.
Charlie & Mouse & Grumpy by Laurel Snyder, illustrated by Emily Hughes (Chronicle Books, 2017)
In this heartwarming sequel to Laurel Snyder's beginning chapter book, Charlie & Mouse, the two brothers enjoy
a special visit from their grandpa, Grumpy. Follow along as they discuss being medium, pounce each other, sing
the wrong songs, build blanket forts, and more. Paired with effervescent illustrations by Emily Hughes, this
touching, funny celebration of imagination and bonding will enchant readers young and old.
Fergus and Zeke by Kate Messner, illustrated by Heather Ross (Candlewick Press, 2017)
Meet Fergus and Zeke, a lovable classroom mouse and his streetwise buddy, in a brand-new series perfect for
early readers. Fergus loves being the class pet in Miss Maxwell's classroom. He does everything the students do,
until the teacher plans a field trip to the museum -- without Fergus! He doesn't want to miss the fun, so he stows
away in a backpack and sets off for an adventure. When he arrives at the museum, Fergus finds it a little
overwhelming -- huge and full of exciting things to see. Luckily, he meets a new friend, Zeke, who knows the
ropes, and together they explore everything from moon rocks to butterflies to a giant dinosaur skeleton. But when
the time comes for the bus to leave, Fergus is worried that he'll be left behind. Will he make it back to school to
take his place as class pet once more?
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It’s Shoe Time! (Elephant & Piggie Like Reading!) by Bryan Collier (Disney-Hyperion, 2017)
This lyrical beginning-reader by multi award-winning artist Bryan Collier turns the closet on its heel and redefines
what it means to be a pair. Beautifully rendered art paired with rich, rhyming dialog creates a powerful reading
experience.
Ivy by Katherine Coville (Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2017)
Ivy's grandmother is a healer--to mostly four-legged patients of the forest. Although the woodland creatures love
her, the residents of Broomsweep grumble about Grandmother's unkempt garden. When a kingdom-wide contest
is announced to proclaim the tidiest town in the land, the people of Broomsweep are determined to win. That is, if
they can get Ivy's grandmother to clean up her ways. Ivy is determined to lend a hand, but the task proves
challenging. Before the week is over, an injured griffin, a dragon with a cold, and a tiny flock of temperamental
pixies will cause a most untidy uproar in Broomsweep...and brighten Ivy's days in ways she never could have
dreamed.
Jada Jones: Rock Star by Kelly Starling Lyons, illustrated by Vanessa Brantley Newton (Penguin Workshop,
2017)
When Jada Jones's best friend moves away, school feels like the last place she wants to be. She'd much rather
wander outside looking for cool rocks to add to her collection, since finding rocks is much easier than finding
friends. So when Jada's teacher announces a class project on rocks and minerals, Jada finally feels like she's in her
element. The only problem: one of her teammates doesn't seem to like any of Jada's ideas. She doesn't seem to
like Jada all that much, either. Can Jada figure out a way to make a winning science project and a new friend?
Jasmine Toguchi: Mochi Queen by Debbi Michiko Florence, illustrated by Elizabet Vukovic (Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, 2017)
The first book in a new chapter book series featuring a spunky Japanese-American heroine! Eight-year-old
Jasmine Toguchi is a flamingo fan, tree climber, and top-notch mess-maker! She's also tired of her big sister,
Sophie, always getting to do things first. The New Year approaches, and as the Toguchi family gathers to
celebrate, Jasmine is jealous that her sister gets to help roll mochi balls by hand with the women. Her mom says
that Jasmine is still too young to join in, so she hatches a plan to help the men pound the mochi rice instead. But
pounding mochi is traditionally reserved for boys. And the mochi hammer is heavier than it looks. Can Jasmine
build her case and her mochi-making muscles in time for New Year's Day?
King & Kayla and the Case of the Secret Code by Dori Hillestad Butler, illustrated by Nancy Meyers (Peachtree,
2017)
A lovable dog helps his human girl solve a mystery. Kayla and Mason both got mysterious letters, written in code.
What does Kayla know? --The same person left both letters. It's someone she and Mason both know. The two
letters are the same, except for the second word.What does King know? --Jillian left the letters. What do the
letters say?
King & Kayla and the Missing Dog Treats by Dori Hillestad Butler, illustrated by Nancy Meyers (Peachtree,
2017)
A loveable dog helps his human girl solve a mystery. Kayla made peanut butter treats for Jillian's new puppy
Thor. But now the treats are missing. What does Kayla know? There are three treats missing. King was in the
kitchen. King s breath doesn’t smell like peanut butter. What does King know? There’s an intruder in the house.
How will they solve the mystery?
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My Kite is Stuck and Other Stories by Salina Yoon (Bloomsbury, 2017)
Continuing in this exciting paper over board reader format, award-winning author/illustrator Salina Yoon's early
readers are perfect for fans of bestselling series like Elephant & Piggie, Ballet Cat, and Pig in a Wig. Loud and
in-charge Big Duck, quiet and clever Little Duck, and friendly and gentle Porcupine return in another delightful
trio of stories. First, Big Duck and Porcupine are so busy building their lemonade stand that they forget one very
important ingredient. Next, when Porcupine and Little Duck make a new friend Big Duck feels left out. Can they
find a way to include everyone? And lastly, after Big Duck gets her kite stuck in a tree, Little Duck's smart
suggestion will save the day! These three friends may be different, but they always find a way to have lots of fun.
Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea by Ben Clanton (Tundra Books, 2016)
Narwhal is a happy-go-lucky narwhal. Jelly is a no-nonsense jellyfish. The two might not have a lot in common,
but they do they love waffles, parties and adventures. Join Narwhal and Jelly as they discover the whole wide
ocean together. A wonderfully silly early graphic novel series featuring three stories. In the first, Jelly learns that
Narwhal is a really good friend. Then Narwhal and Jelly form their own pod of awesomeness with their ocean
friends. And finally, Narwhal and Jelly read the best book ever -- even though it doesn't have any words...or
pictures!
One Minute till Bedtime by Kenn Nesbitt (Little, Brown & Company, 2016)
It's time for tuck-in, and your little one wants just one more moment with you--so fill it with something that will
feed the imagination, fuel a love of reading, and send them off to sleep in a snap. Reach for a one-minute poem!
Former Children's Poet Laureate Kenn Nesbitt presents a blockbuster collection of all-new poetry penned by some
of the most beloved and celebrated poets of our time, including Jack Prelutsky, Jon Scieszka, Mary Ann
Hoberman, Nikki Grimes, Lemony Snicket, Jane Yolen, and many more. Illuminated with dreamlike wit and
whimsy by New York Times illustrator and award-winning artist Christoph Niemann, here is a new bedtime
classic.
Snail and Worm Again by Tina Kugler (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017)
In this silly sequel to Snail and Worm, the dynamic duo are back for more fun and giggles in three new comic
shorts brimming with quirky humor and unflappable friendship. At turns clever and sweet, these laugh-out-loud
stories are perfect for readers coming out of their own shells and making the transition between picture books and
chapter books.
Super Narwhal and Jelly Jolt by Ben Clanton (Tundra Books, 2017)
Narwhal and Jelly are back in action for a SUPER adventure! Join Super Narwhal and sidekick Jelly Jolt as they
take on three SUPER new stories in this early graphic novel series. Happy-go-lucky Narwhal and no-nonsense
Jelly find their inner superheroes in three new under-the-sea adventures. In the first story, Narwhal reveals his
superhero alter-ego and enlists Jelly to help him figure out what his superpower is. Next, Narwhal uses his
superpower to help a friend find his way back home. In the third story, Jelly is feeling blue and Narwhal comes to
the rescue.
That’s My Book! And Other Stories by Salina Yoon (Bloomsbury, 2017)
The third Duck, Duck, Porcupine book has a new trio of stories featuring loud and in-charge Big Duck, quiet and
clever Little Duck, and friendly and gentle Porcupine. They use books in a whole new way, decide to throw a
talent show, and play doctor. No matter what problems they get themselves into, Little Duck always finds a way
to save the day!
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The Good for Nothing Button (Elephant & Piggie Like Reading!) by Charise Mericle Harper
(Disney-Hyperion, 2017)
Yellow Bird has a button. It does...nothing! It is a good for nothing button. Red Bird and Blue Bird are excited to
try the button. But when they press it, they discover that the button makes them happy. Happy is something! A
flabbergasted Yellow Bird insists the button does nothing. But it sure does seem to be making him mad. Mad is
something! The hilarious debate that follows takes readers on an emotional roller coaster that pokes at the power
of imaginative play.
The Infamous Ratsos by Kara LaReau, illustrated by Matt Myers (Candlewick Press, 2016)
Louie and Ralphie Ratso's dad, Big Lou, always says that there are two kinds of people: those who are tough and
those who are soft. Louie and Ralphie are tough, tough, tough, just like Big Lou, and they're going to prove it. But
every time they try to show just how tough they are, the Ratso brothers end up accidentally doing good deeds
instead. What'll Big Lou do when he finds out they've been acting like softies all over the Big City? Perfect for
emerging and reluctant readers, this clever and surprisingly warm-hearted chapter book shows that being tough all
the time can be really tough.
We Are Growing! (Elephant & Piggie Like Reading!) by Laurie Keller (Disney-Hyperion, 2016)
Walt and his friends are growing up fast! Everyone is the something-est. But...what about Walt? He is not the
tallest, or the curliest, or the silliest. He is not the anything-est! As a BIG surprise inches closer, Walt discovers
something special of his own!
What is Chasing Duck? (The Giggle Gang) by Jan Thomas (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2017)
What is chasing Duck? Is it something wild and hairy? Does it have big teeth?Who will help protect Duck?
Featuring Jan Thomas's wonderfully wacky humor, rowdy repetitions, and hilarious characters, this book is sure
to have young readers laughing out loud!

Interest Level 3-6
5 Worlds: The Sand Warrior by Mark Siegel (Random House, 2017)
The Five Worlds are on the brink of extinction unless five ancient and mysterious beacons are lit. When war
erupts, three unlikely heroes will discover there's more to themselves--and more to their worlds--than meets the
eye.
A Boy Called Bat by Elana K. Arnold (Walden Pond Press, 2017)
A Boy Called Bat is the first book in a funny, heartfelt, and irresistible young middle grade series starring an
unforgettable young boy on the autism spectrum. For Bixby Alexander Tam (nicknamed Bat), life tends to be full
of surprises--some of them good, some not so good. Today, though, is a good-surprise day. Bat's mom, a
veterinarian, has brought home a baby skunk, which she needs to take care of until she can hand him over to a
wild-animal shelter. But the minute Bat meets the kit, he knows they belong together. And he's got one month to
show his mom that a baby skunk might just make a pretty terrific pet.
A Celebration of Beatrix Potter: Art and Letters by more than 30 of today’s favorite children’s book illustrators
(Penguin Random House, 2016)
With illustrious tales of characters like Peter Rabbit, Squirrel Nutkin, and Jemima Puddle-Duck, Beatrix Potter
established herself as one of the most cherished and influential author/illustrators of children's literature. To mark
her milestone birthday, this gorgeous collection features beautiful illustrations of Potter's characters, as interpreted
by well-known illustrators. Each illustration is accompanied by text from the artist explaining what that character
means to them, making this a true celebration of Beatrix Potter.
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A Refugee’s Journey from… (Crabtree Publishing, 2017)
…Afghanistan by Helen Mason
…Iraq by Ellen Rodger
…Syria by Helen Mason
…The Democratic Republic of the Congo by Ellen Rodger
(...Afghanistan) Sonita was born in a refugee camp in Pakistan after her family fled Afghanistan during the war in
the early 2000s. Unwelcome in Pakistan, her family returns to Afghanistan, where Sonita and her family face new
challenges. Interspersed with facts about Afghanistan and its people, this narrative tells a story common to many
refugees fleeing the country. Readers will learn about the decades of conflict in Afghanistan and how they can
help refugees in their communities and around the world who are struggling to find permanent homes.
Amina’s Voice by Hena Khan (Salaam Reads, 2017)
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her family's vibrant culture while simultaneously
blending in at school after tragedy strikes her community in this "compassionate, timely novel" (Booklist, starred
review) from the award-winning author of It's Ramadan, Curious George and Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns.
Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with her best friend, Soojin.
Except now that she's in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one
of the "cool" girls in the class, and even talking about changing her name to something more "American." Does
Amina need to start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she
is devastated when her local mosque is vandalized. Amina's Voice brings to life the joys and challenges of a
young Pakistani-American and highlights the many ways in which one girl's voice can help bring a diverse
community together to love and support each other.
Beatrice Zinker, Upside Down Thinker by Shelley Johannes (Disney-Hyperion, 2017)
Beatrice does her best thinking upside down. Hanging from trees by her knees, doing handstands . . . for Beatrice
Zinker, upside down works every time. She was definitely upside down when she and her best friend, Lenny,
agreed to wear matching ninja suits on the first day of third grade. But when Beatrice shows up at school dressed
in black, Lenny arrives with a cool new outfit and a cool new friend. Even worse, she seems to have forgotten all
about the top-secret operation they planned! Can Beatrice use her topsy-turvy way of thinking to save the mission,
mend their friendship, and flip things sunny-side up?
Bravo! Poems About Amazing Hispanics by Margarita Engle, illustrated by Rafael López (Henry Holt & Co.,
2017)
Musician, botanist, baseball player, pilot--the Latinos featured in this collection, Bravo!, come from many
different countries and from many different backgrounds. Celebrate their accomplishments and their contributions
to a collective history and a community that continues to evolve and thrive today!
Chester and Gus by Cammie McGovern (HarperCollins, 2017)
Chester has always wanted to become a service dog. When he fails his certification test, though, it seems like that
dream will never come true--until a family adopts him. They want him to be a companion for their ten-year-old
son, Gus, who has autism. But Gus acts so differently than anyone Chester has ever met. He never wants to pet
Chester, and sometimes he doesn't even want Chester in the room. Chester's not sure how to help. Gus since this
isn't exactly the job he trained for--but he's determined to figure it out. Because after all, Gus is now his person.
Cilla Lee Jenkins: Future Author Extraordinaire by Susan Tan (Roaring Brook Press, 2017)
Cilla Lee-Jenkins is 50% Chinese, 50% Caucasian, and 100% destined for literary greatness! Introducing an
irresistible new character who shares stories about a new sibling, being biracial, and her destiny as a future author
extraordinaire in this middle grade novel. Priscilla "Cilla" Lee-Jenkins is on a tight deadline. Her baby sister is
about to be born, and Cilla needs to become a bestselling author before her family forgets all about her. So she
writes about what she knows best--herself! And Cilla has a lot to write about: How did she deal with being bald
until the age of five? How did she overcome her struggles with reading? How do family traditions with Grandma
and Grandpa Jenkins differ from family traditions with her Chinese grandparents, Nai Naiand Ye Ye?
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Clayton Byrd Goes Underground by Rita Williams-Garcia (Amistad, 2017)
Clayton feels most alive when he's with his grandfather, Cool Papa Byrd, and the band of Bluesmen--he can't wait
to join them, just as soon as he has a blues song of his own. But then the unthinkable happens. Cool Papa Byrd
dies, and Clayton's mother forbids Clayton from playing the blues. And Clayton knows that's no way to live.
Armed with his grandfather's brown porkpie hat and his harmonica, he runs away from home in search of the
Bluesmen, hoping he can join them on the road. But on the journey that takes him through the New York City
subways and to Washington Square Park, Clayton learns some things that surprise him.
Family Game Night and other Catastrophes by Mary E. Lambert (Scholastic Press, 2017)
Annabelle has a five-mile rule: She must keep her friends from coming within five miles of her home. That's
because Annabelle's mom is a hoarder. Their house is full of stuff: canned goods, broken toys, old newspapers . . .
It's everywhere except for Annabelle's spotless room. Annabelle can't let anyone find out what her house is like.
They'll realize that her mom is crazy. They'll make fun of her. Or feel sorry for her. Or try to help. But when the
newspaper piles come crashing down on her sister's head one morning, it kicks off an epic fight between her
parents that ends up with her dad taking off - and her fix-it-all grandmother stepping in. As Annabelle realizes
how bad things have gotten for her little sister, while trying to navigate her first crush, not to mention stay sane
herself, she's forced to come to terms with the fact that maybe she can't keep all her secrets to herself. Maybe she
can't just throw her mom's things out . . . maybe she has to let some people in.
Invisible Emmie by Terri Libenson (Balzer+Bray, 2017)
Invisible Emmie is a humorous and surprising debut graphic novel by Terri Libenson, creator of the
internationally syndicated, Reuben Award-winning comic strip The Pajama Diaries. This is the story of two
totally different girls--quiet, shy, artistic Emmie popular, outgoing, athletic Katie--and how their lives
unexpectedly intersect one day, when an embarrassing note falls into the wrong hands...
Orphan Island by Laurel Snyder (Walden Pond Press, 2017)
On the island, everything is perfect. The sun rises in a sky filled with dancing shapes; the wind, water, and trees
shelter and protect those who live there; when the nine children go to sleep in their cabins, it is with full stomachs
and joy in their hearts. And only one thing ever changes: on that day, each year, when a boat appears from the
mist upon the ocean carrying one young child to join them--and taking the eldest one away, never to be seen
again. Today's Changing is no different. The boat arrives, taking away Jinny's best friend, Deen, replacing him
with a new little girl named Ess, and leaving Jinny as the new Elder. Jinny knows her responsibility now--to teach
Ess everything she needs to know about the island, to keep things as they've always been. But will she be ready
for the inevitable day when the boat will come back--and take her away forever from the only home she's known?
Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets by Kwame Alexander, Chris Colderley & Marjory Wentworth,
illustrated by Ekua Holmes (Nosy Crow, 2017)
The book present original poems that pay homage to twenty famed poets who have made the authors' hearts sing
and their minds wonder. Stunning mixed-media images by Ekua Holmes, winner of a Caldecott Honor and a John
Steptoe New Talent Illustrator Award, complete the celebration and invite the reader to listen, wonder, and
perhaps even pick up a pen.
Real Friends by Shannon Hale, illustrated by LeUyen Pham (FirstSecond, 2017)
Shannon and Adrienne have been best friends ever since they were little. But one day, Adrienne starts hanging out
with Jen, the most popular girl in class and the leader of a circle of friends called The Group. Everyone in The
Group wants to be Jen's #1, and some girls would do anything to stay on top . . . even if it means bullying others.
Now every day is like a roller coaster for Shannon. Will she and Adrienne stay friends? Can she stand up for
herself? And is she in The Group--or out?
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Refugee by Alan Gratz (Scholastic Press, 2017)
JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his
family board a ship bound for the other side of the world. ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest
plaguing her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America. MAHMOUD is a
Syrian boy in 2015. With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek
toward Europe. All three kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel,
and Mahmoud are separated by continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the
end.This action-packed novel tackles topics both timely and timeless: courage, survival, and the quest for home.
Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart (Scholastic Press, 2017)
Jonathan Grisby is the newest arrival at the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys--an ancient,
crumbling fortress of gray stone rising up from the ocean. It is dark, damp, and dismal. And it is just the place
Jonathan figures he deserves. Because Jonathan has done something terrible. And he's willing to accept whatever
punishment he has coming. Just as he's getting used to his new situation, however, a freak accident leaves the
troubled boys of Slabhenge without any adult supervision. Suddenly the kids are free, with an entire island to
themselves. But freedom brings unexpected danger. And if Jonathan can't come to terms with the sins of his past
and lead his new friends to safety... then every boy on the island is doomed. Dan Gemeinhart's most gripping
novel yet, this is a tale of misfits and outcasts at odds and in peril, and a redemption story that shines a light on
dark truths to reveal that the strongest prisons of all are the ones we build for ourselves.
Stef Soto, Taco Queen by Jennifer Torres (Little, Brown & Company, 2017)
A heartwarming middle grade about family, friendship, and finding your voice (plus, tacos!).
Seventh grader Estefania "Stef" Soto is itching to shake off the onion-and-cilantro embrace of Tia Perla, her
family's taco truck. She wants nothing more than for her dad to get a normal job and for Tia Perla to be put out to
pasture. It's no fun being known as the "Taco Queen" at school. But just when new city regulations are proposed,
and her family's livelihood is threatened, she will have to become the truck's unlikely champion.In this fun and
multicultural middle grade novel, Stef will embrace her identity and discover what matters most.
Swing It, Sunny by Jennifer Holm, illustrated by Matthew Holm (Graphix, 2017)
Summer's over and it's time for Sunny Lewin to enter the strange and unfriendly hallways of...middle school.
When her Gramps calls her from Florida to ask how she's doing, she always tells him she's fine. But the truth?
Sunny is NOT having the best time. Not only is the whole middle school thing confusing...but life at home is
confusing, too. Sunny misses her brother Dale, who's been sent to boarding school. But when Dale comes back,
she STILL misses him...because he's changed. Luckily Sunny's got her best friend and a mysterious new neighbor
on her side...because she is NOT going let all this confusion get her down. Instead, she's going to remain
Sunny-side up!
The Bad Guys by Aaron Blabey (Scholastic Inc., 2017)
They sound like bad guys, they look like bad guys... and they even smell like bad guys. But Mr. Wolf, Mr.
Piranha, Mr. Snake, and Mr. Shark are about to change all of that... Mr. Wolf has a daring plan for the Bad Guys'
first good mission. They are going to break two hundred dogs out of the Maximum Security City Dog Pound. Will
Operation Dog Pound go smoothly? Will the Bad Guys become the Good Guys? And will Mr. Snake please stop
swallowing Mr. Piranha?!
The Bad Guys in Mission Unpluckable by Aaron Blabey (Scholastic Inc., 2017)
The Bad Guys next mission? Rescue 10,000 chickens from a high-tech cage farm. But they are up against sizzling
lasers, one feisty tarantula, and their very own Mr. Snake...who's also known as "The Chicken Swallower." What
could possibly go wrong? Get ready to laugh up your lunch with the baddest bunch of do-gooders in town!
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The Bone Sparrow by Zana Fraillon (Disney-Hyperion, 2016)
Subhi is a refugee. He was born in an Australian permanent detention center after his mother and sister fled the
violence of a distant homeland, and the center is the only world he knows. But every night, the faraway whales
sing to him, the birds tell him their stories, and the magical Night Sea from his mother's stories brings him gifts.
As Subhi grows, his imagination threatens to burst beyond the limits of the fences that contain him. Until one
night, it seems to do just that. Subhi sees a scruffy girl on the other side of the wire mesh, a girl named Jimmie,
who appears with a notebook written by the mother she lost. Unable to read it herself, Jimmie asks Subhi to
unravel her family's love songs and tragedies that are penned there. Subhi and Jimmie might both find
comfort-and maybe even freedom-as their tales unfold. But not until each has been braver than ever before and
made choices that could change everything.
The Gauntlet by Karuna Riazi (Salaam Reads, 2017)
A trio of friends from New York City find themselves trapped inside a mechanical board game that they must
dismantle in order to save themselves and generations of other children in this action-packed debut that's a
steampunk Jumanji with a Middle Eastern flair. Nothing can prepare you for The Gauntlet...
It didn't look dangerous, exactly. When twelve-year-old Farah first laid eyes on the old-fashioned board game, she
thought it looked...elegant. It is made of wood, etched with exquisite images--a palace with domes and turrets,
lattice-work windows that cast eerie shadows, a large spider--and at the very center of its cover, in broad letters, is
written: The Gauntlet of Blood and Sand. The Gauntlet is more than a game, though. It is the most ancient, the
most dangerous kind of magic. It holds worlds inside worlds. And it takes players as prisoners.
The Sweetest Sound by Sherri Winston (Little, Brown and Company, 2017)
For ten-year-old Cadence Jolly, birthdays are a constant reminder of all that has changed since her mother skipped
town with dreams of becoming a singing star. Cadence inherited that musical soul, she can't deny it, but otherwise
she couldn't be more different -- she's shy as can be. She did make a promise last year that she would try to break
out of her shell, just a little. And she prayed that she'd get the courage to do it. As her eleventh birthday draws
near, she realizes time is running out. And when a secret recording of her singing leaks and catches the attention
of her whole church, she needs to decide what's better: deceiving everyone by pretending it belongs to someone
else, or finally stepping into the spotlight.
The Warden’s Daughter by Jerry Spinelli (Alfred A. Knopf, 2017)
Cammie O'Reilly lives at the Hancock County Prison--not as a prisoner, she's the warden's daughter. She spends
the mornings hanging out with shoplifters and reformed arsonists in the women's exercise yard, which gives
Cammie a certain cache with her school friends. But even though Cammie's free to leave the prison, she's still
stuck. And sad, and really mad. Her mother died saving her from harm when she was just a baby. You wouldn't
think you could miss something you never had, but on the eve of her thirteenth birthday, the thing Cammie most
wants is a mom. A prison might not be the best place to search for a mother, but Cammie is determined and she's
willing to work with what she's got.
Things Too Huge to Fix by Saying Sorry by Susan Vaught (Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books, 2016)
"Sooner or later, we're all gonna be okay." That's what Dani's Grandma Beans used to say. But that was before she
got Alzheimer's. Lately, Dani isn't so sure Grandma Beans was right. In fact, she isn't sure of a lot of things, like
why Mac Richardson suddenly doesn't want to be her friend, and why Grandma Beans and Avadelle Richardson
haven't spoken in decades. Lately, Grandma Beans doesn't make a lot of sense. But when she tells Dani to find a
secret key and envelope that she's hidden, Dani can't ignore her. So she investigates, with the help of her friend,
Indri, and her not-friend, Mac. Their investigation takes them deep into the history of Oxford, Mississippi, and the
riots surrounding the desegregation of Ole Miss. The deeper they dig, the more secrets they uncover. Were
Grandma Beans and Avadelle at Ole Miss the night of the Meredith Riot? And why would they keep it a secret?
The more Dani learns about her grandma's past, the more she learns about herself and her own friendships--and
it's not all good news. History and present day collide in this mystery that explores how echoes of the past can
have profound consequences.
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Three Pennies by Melanie Crowder (S&S/Atheneum, 2017)
A girl in foster care tries to find her birth mother before she loses her forever in this spare and beautifully told
novel about last chances and new opportunities. For a kid bouncing from foster home to foster home, The Book of
Changes is the perfect companion. That's why Marin carries three pennies and a pocket-sized I Ching with her
everywhere she goes. Yet when everything in her life suddenly starts changing--when Marin lands in a foster
home that feels like somewhere she could stay, maybe forever--the pennies don't have any answers for her. Marin
is positive that all the wrongs in her life will be made right if only she can find her birth mother and convince her
that they belong together. Marin is close, oh so close--until she gets some unwelcome news and her resolve, like
the uneasy Earth far beneath the city of San Francisco, is shaken.
Tumble & Blue by Cassie Beasley (Dial, 2017)
When the red moon rises over the heart of the Okefenokee swamp, legend says that the mysterious golden gator
Munch will grant good luck to the poor soul foolish enough to face him. But in 1817, when TWO fools reach him
at the same time, the night's fate is split. With disastrous consequences for both . . . and their descendants. Half of
the descendants have great fates, and the other half have terrible ones. Now, Tumble Wilson and Blue
Montgomery are determined to fix their ancestors' mistakes and banish the bad luck that's followed them around
for all of their lives. They're going to face Munch the gator themselves, and they're going to reclaim their
destinies. But what if the legend of Munch is nothing but a legend, after all?
Two Truths and a Lie: It’s Alive by Ammi-Joan Paquette (Walden Pond Press, 2017)
Two Truths and a Lie is the first book in a fascinating new series that presents some of the most crazy-but-true
stories about the living world as well as a handful of stories that are too crazy to be true--and asks readers to
separate facts from the fakes! Did you know that there is a fungus that can control the mind of an ant and make it
do its bidding? Would you believe there is such a thing as a corpse flower--a ten-foot-tall plant with a blossom
that smells like a zombie? How about a species of octopus that doesn't live in water but rather lurks in trees in the
Pacific Northwest? Every story in this book is strange and astounding. But not all of them are real. Just like the
old game in this book's title, two out of every three stories are completely true and one is an outright lie. Can you
guess which? It's not going to be easy. Some false stories are based on truth, and some of the true stories are just
plain unbelievable. And they're all accompanied by dozens of photos, maps, and illustrations. Amaze yourself and
trick your friends as you sort out the fakes from the facts!
Unbound: a novel in verse by Ann E. Burg (Scholastic Press, 2016)
The day nine-year-old Grace is called to work in the kitchen in the Big House, everyone warns her to to keep her
head down and her thoughts to herself, but the more she sees of the oppressive Master and his hateful wife, the
more she questions things until one day her thoughts escape--and to avoid being separated she and her family flee
into the Dismal Swamp, to join the other escaped slaves who live there.

Interest Level 5-8
All’s Faire in Middle School by Victoria Jamieson (Dial Books, 2017)
Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents working at the Renaissance Faire, and she's eager
to begin her own training as a squire. First, though, she'll need to prove her bravery. Luckily Impy has just the
quest in mind--she'll go to public school after a life of being homeschooled! But it's not easy to act like a noble
knight-in-training in middle school.
Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk (Dutton Books for Young Readers, 2017)
Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in
Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just hours old, Crow's only companions are
Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their fierce and affectionate neighbor across the
sandbar. Crow has always been curious about the world around her, but it isn't until the night a mysterious fire
appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms in her heart. Soon, an unstoppable
chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger.
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Brave (Awkward, #2) by Svetlana Chmakova (Yen Press, 2017)
In his daydreams, Jensen is the biggest hero that ever was, saving the world and his friends on a daily basis. But
his middle school reality is VERY different--math is hard, getting along with friends is hard...Even finding a
partner for the class project is a huge problem when you always get picked last. And the pressure's on even more
once the school newspaper's dynamic duo, Jenny and Akilah, draw Jensen into the whirlwind of school news,
social-experiment projects, and behind-the-scenes club drama. Jensen has always played the middle school game
one level at a time, but suddenly, someone's cranked up the difficulty setting.
Catching a Storyfish by Janice Harrington (Wordsong, 2016)
Keet knows the only good thing about moving away from her Alabama home is that she'll live near her beloved
grandfather. When Keet starts school, it's even worse than she expected, as the kids tease her about her southern
accent. Now Keet, who can "talk the whiskers off a catfish," doesn't want to open her mouth. Slowly, though,
while fishing with her grandfather, she learns the art of listening. Gradually, she makes her first new friend. But
just as she's beginning to settle in, her grandfather has a stroke, and even though he's still nearby, he suddenly
feels ever-so-far-away. Keet is determined to reel him back to her by telling him stories; in the process she finds
her voice and her grandfather again. This lyrical and deeply emotional novel-in-verse celebrates the power of
story and of finding one's individual voice.
Flying Lessons & Other Stories edited by Ellen Oh (Crown, 2017)
Whether it is basketball dreams, family fiascos, first crushes, or new neighborhoods, this bold anthology--written
by the best children's authors--celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of us. In a partnership with We
Need Diverse Books, industry giants Kwame Alexander, Soman Chainani, Matt de la Peña, Tim Federle, Grace
Lin, Meg Medina, Walter Dean Myers, Tim Tingle, and Jacqueline Woodson join newcomer Kelly J. Baptist in a
story collection that is as humorous as it is heartfelt. This impressive group of authors has earned among them
every major award in children's publishing and popularity as New York Times bestsellers. From these
distinguished authors come ten distinct and vibrant stories.
Garvey’s Choice by Nikki Grimes (Wordsong, 2016)
Garvey's father has always wanted Garvey to be athletic, but Garvey is interested in astronomy, science fiction,
reading--anything but sports. Feeling like a failure, he comforts himself with food. Garvey is kind, funny, smart, a
loyal friend, and he is also overweight, teased by bullies, and lonely. When his only friend encourages him to join
the school chorus, Garvey's life changes. The chorus finds a new soloist in Garvey, and through chorus, Garvey
finds a way to accept himself, and a way to finally reach his distant father--by speaking the language of music
instead of the language of sports.
Last Day on Mars by Kevin Emerson (Walden Pond Press, 2017)
It is Earth year 2213--but, of course, there is no Earth anymore. Not since it was burned to a cinder by the sun,
which has mysteriously begun the process of going supernova. The human race has fled to Mars, but this was only
a temporary solution while we have prepared for a second trip: a one-hundred-fifty-year journey to a distant star,
our best guess at where we might find a new home. Liam Saunders-Chang is one of the last humans left on Mars.
The son of two scientists who have been racing against time to create technology vital to humanity's survival,
Liam, along with his friend Phoebe, will be on the last starliner to depart before Mars, like Earth before it, is
destroyed.
Level the Playing Field: The Past, Present, and Future of Women’s Pro Sports by Kristina Rutherford
(OwlKids, 2016)
The experience of being a professional athlete is very different for men and women. While men's pro sports
command throngs of fans, media attention, and money, many of the world's top professional female athletes aren't
valued or recognized equally for their talent--even though female athletes prove time and time again that they
have all the skill, drama, and rivalries of their male counterparts. Level the Playing Field examines the root of
these issues by taking readers through the history of women's pro sports, exploring how far we have come in a
relatively short time and exposing what ground is left to gain. The book provides first-person insight through
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exciting interviews with professional female athletes, including Canadian hockey player Cassie Campbell,
American MMA fighter Miesha Tate, and WNBA star Elena Delle Donne. Along the way, author and sports
journalist Kristina Rutherford covers important topics like opportunity, female role models, and stereotypes.
Lucky Broken Girl by Ruth Behar (Nancy Paulsen Books, 2017)
In this unforgettable multicultural coming-of-age narrative--based on the author's childhood in the 1960s--a young
Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl is adjusting to her new life in New York City when her American dream is suddenly
derailed. Ruthie's plight will intrigue readers, and her powerful story of strength and resilience, full of color, light,
and poignancy, will stay with them for a long time.
One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance by Nikki Grimes (Bloomsbury, 2017)
In this collection of poetry, Nikki Grimes looks afresh at the poets of the Harlem Renaissance -- including voices
like Langston Hughes, Georgia Douglas Johnson, and many more writers of importance and resonance from this
era -- by combining their work with her own original poetry. Using "The Golden Shovel" poetic method, Grimes
has written a collection of poetry that is as gorgeous as it is thought-provoking.
Pashmina by Nidhi Chanani (FirstSecond, 2017)
Priyanka Das has so many unanswered questions: Why did her mother abandon her home in India years ago?
What was it like there? And most importantly, who is her father, and why did her mom leave him behind? But
Pri's mom avoids these questions--the topic of India is permanently closed. For Pri, her mother's homeland can
only exist in her imagination. That is, until she find a mysterious pashmina tucked away in a forgotten suitcase.
When she wraps herself in it, she is transported to a place more vivid and colorful than any guidebook or
Bollywood film. But is this the real India? And what is that shadow lurking in the background? To learn the truth,
Pri must travel farther than she's ever dared and find the family she never knew.
Patina (Track Series #2) by Jason Reynolds (Atheneum, 2017)
Patina, or Patty, runs like a flash. She runs for many reasons--to escape the taunts from the kids at the
fancy-schmancy new school she's been sent to since she and her little sister had to stop living with their mom. She
runs from the reason WHY she's not able to live with her "real" mom any more: her mom has The Sugar, and
Patty is terrified that the disease that took her mom's legs will one day take her away forever. So Patty's also
running for her mom, who can't. But can you ever really run away from any of this? As the stress builds up, it's
building up a pretty bad attitude as well. Coach won't tolerate bad attitude. No day, no way. And now he wants
Patty to run relay...where you have to depend on other people? How's she going to do THAT?
Playbook: 52 Rules to Aim, Shoot, and Score in this Game Called Life by Kwame Alexander (Houghton Mifflin
Harcourt, 2017)
Illustrated with photographs by Thai Neave,The Playbook is intended to provide inspiration on the court of life.
Each rule contains wisdom from inspiring athletes and role models such as Nelson Mandela, Serena Williams,
LeBron James, Carli Lloyd, Steph Curry and Michelle Obama. Kwame Alexander also provides his own poetic
and uplifting words, as he shares stories of overcoming obstacles and winning games in this motivational and
inspirational book just right for graduates of any age and anyone needing a little encouragement.
Speed of Life by Carol Weston (Sourcebooks Jabberwocky, 2017)
Fourteen-year-old Sofia Wolfe moves through life smiling with friends and hiding the sorrow of having lost her
Spanish mother almost a year earlier. The only people she has to talk to are her abuelo in Spain, and—regarding
girl things—“Dear Kate,” a teen-advice columnist with whom she can anonymously discuss personal matters.
When Sofia’s father reveals he’s dating Kate, Sofia initially feels betrayed that he’s moving on with his life when
she can’t. But just as things start to gel between Kate and Sofia, Kate’s daughter Alexa and her ex-boyfriend
complicate Sofia’s life further.

^^Annotations taken from publisher information or Follett Titlewave

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees by Mary Beth Leatherdale (Annick Press, 2017)
A treacherous voyage across the open seas is the last hope for safety and freedom for five young people from
around the world. The phenomenon of desperate refugees risking their lives to reach safety is not new. For
hundreds of years, people have left behind family, friends, and all they know in hope of a better life. This book
presents five true stories about young people who lived through the harrowing experience of setting sail in search
of asylum. Aimed at middle grade students, Stormy Seas combines a contemporary collage-based design,
sidebars, fact boxes, timeline and further reading to produce a book that is ideal for both reading and research.
Readers will gain new insights into a situation that has constantly been making the headlines.
Strong Is the New Pretty by Kate Parker (Workman Publishing, 2017)
Girls being fearless. Girls being silly. Girls being wild, stubborn, and proud. Girls whose faces are smeared with
dirt and lit up with joy. So simple and yet so powerful, Strong Is the New Pretty celebrates, through more than
175 memorable photographs, the strength and spirit of girls being 100% themselves. Real beauty isn't about being
a certain size, acting a certain way, wearing the right clothes, or having your hair done (or even brushed). Real
beauty is about being your authentic self and owning it. Kate T. Parker is a professional photographer who finds
the real beauty in girls, capturing it for all the world to see in candid and arresting images.
The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora by Pablo Cartaya (Viking, 2017)
Save the restaurant. For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango
smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior lunchtime dishwasher at
Abuela's restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes Carmen, a cute poetry enthusiast who moves into
Arturo's apartment complex and turns his stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn't notice the smarmy land
developer who rolls into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and community go down
without a fight.
The Ethan I Was Before by Ali Standish (Harper, 2017)
Ethan had been many things. He was always ready for adventure and always willing to accept a dare, especially
from his best friend, Kacey. But that was before. Before the accident that took Kacey from him. Before his family
moved from Boston to the small town of Palm Knot, Georgia. Palm Knot may be tiny, but it's the home of
possibility and second chances. It's also home to Coralee, a girl with a big personality and even bigger stories.
Coralee may be just the friend Ethan needs, except Ethan isn't the only one with secrets. Coralee's are catching up
with her, and what she's hiding might be putting both their lives at risk. The Ethan I Was Before is a story of love
and loss, wonder and adventure, and ultimately of hope.
The First Rule of Punk by Celia C. Perez (Viking, 2017)
There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school--you can't fix it with duct tape like you would
your Chuck Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old Malu; (Maria Luisa, if you want to annoy her) inadvertently
upsets Posada Middle School's queen bee, violates the school's dress code with her punk rock look, and
disappoints her college-professor mom in the process. Her dad, who now lives a thousand miles away, says things
will get better as long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself.
The Girl with the Ghost Machine by Lauren DeStefano (Bloomsbury, 2017)
When Emmaline Beaumont's father started building the ghost machine, she didn't expect it to bring her mother
back from the dead. But by locking himself in the basement to toil away at his hopes, Monsieur Beaumont has
become obsessed with the contraption and neglected the living, and Emmaline is tired of feeling forgotten.
Nothing good has come from building the ghost machine, and Emmaline decides that the only way to bring her
father back will be to make the ghost machine work...or destroy it forever.
The Inquisitor’s Tale by Adam Gidwitz (Dutton Books for Young Readers, 2016)
On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. Their
adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save
the land from a farting dragon. On the run to escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts
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from being burned, their quest drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will
come to question if these children can perform the miracles of saints.
The Shadow Cipher (York Book #1) by Laura Ruby (Walden Pond Press, 2017)
It was 1798 when the Morningstarr twins arrived in New York with a vision for a magnificent city: towering
skyscrapers, dazzling machines, and winding train lines, all running on technology no one had ever seen before.
Fifty-seven years later, the enigmatic architects disappeared, leaving behind for the people of New York the Old
York Cipher--a puzzle laid into the shining city they constructed, at the end of which was promised a treasure
beyond all imagining. By the present day, however, the puzzle has never been solved, and the greatest mystery of
the modern world is little more than a tourist attraction.
The Time Museum by Matthew Loux (FirstSecond, 2017)
From dinosaurs to the burning of the Library of Alexandra--this thrilling, visually dazzling new series from
Matthew Loux is posed to conquer the 21st century. The internship program at the Time Museum is a little
unusual. For one thing, kids as young as twelve get to apply for these prestigious summer jobs. And as for the
applicant pool . . . well, these kids come from all over history. When Delia finds herself working at the Time
Museum, the last thing she expects is to be sent on time-traveling adventures with an unlikely gang of kids from
across the eons. From a cave-boy to a girl from the distant future, Delia's team represents nearly all of human
history! They're going to need all their skills for the challenge they've got in store...defending the Time Museum
itself!
Walking with Miss Millie by Tamara Bundy (Nancy Paulsen Books, 2017)
Alice is angry at having to move to Rainbow, Georgia--a too small, too hot, dried-up place she's sure will never
feel like home. Then she gets put in charge of walking her elderly neighbor's dog. But Clarence won't budge
without Miss Millie, so Alice and Miss Millie walk him together. Strolling with Clarence and Miss Millie quickly
becomes the highlight of Alice's day and opens her eyes to all sorts of new things to marvel over.
Wishtree by Katherine Applegate (Feiwel & Friends, 2017)
Red is an oak tree who is many rings old. Red is the neighborhood "wishtree"--people write their wishes on pieces
of cloth and tie them to Red's branches. Along with her crow friend Bongo and other animals who seek refuge in
Red's hollows, this "wishtree" watches over the neighborhood. You might say Red has seen it all. Until a new
family moves in. Not everyone is welcoming, and Red's experiences as a wishtree are more important than ever.
Funny, deep, warm, and nuanced, Wishtree is Newbery Medalist and New York Times-bestselling author
Katherine Applegate at her very best--writing from the heart, and from a completely unexpected point of view.
Women in Sports: 50 Fearless Athletes who Played to Win by Rachel Ignotofsky (Ten Speed Press, 2017)
A richly illustrated and inspiring book, Women in Sports highlights the achievements and stories of fifty notable
women athletes from the 1800s to today, including trailblazers, Olympians, and record-breakers in more than
forty sports. The athletes featured include well-known figures like tennis player Billie Jean King and gymnast
Simone Biles, as well as lesser-known champions like Toni Stone, the first woman to play baseball in a
professional men's league, and skateboarding pioneer Patti McGee. The book also contains infographics on topics
that sporty women want to know about such as muscle anatomy, a timeline of women's participation in sports, pay
and media statistics for female athletes, and influential women's teams. Women in Sports celebrates the success of
the tough, bold, and fearless women who paved the way for today's athletes.

Interest Level YA
A List of Cages by Robin Roe (Disney-Hyperion, 2017)
When Adam Blake lands the best elective ever in his senior year, serving as an aide to the school psychologist, he
thinks he's got it made. Sure, it means a lot of sitting around, which isn't easy for a guy with ADHD, but he can't
complain, since he gets to spend the period texting all his friends. Then the doctor asks him to track down the
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troubled freshman who keeps dodging her, and Adam discovers that the boy is Julian--the foster brother he hasn't
seen in five years. Adam is ecstatic to be reunited. At first, Julian seems like the boy he once knew. He's still kind
hearted. He still writes stories and loves picture books meant for little kids. But as they spend more time together,
Adam realizes that Julian is keeping secrets, like where he hides during the middle of the day, and what's really
going on inside his house. Adam is determined to help him, but his involvement could cost both boys their lives.
American Street by Ibi Zoboi (Balzer+Bray, 2017)
On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une belle vie--a
good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola's mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving
Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit's west side;
a new school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a
dangerous proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the
crossroads of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream?
Dear Martin by Nic Stone (Crown Books for Young Readers, 2017)
Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League--but none of that matters to the police officer who
just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving his rough neighborhood behind, he can't escape the scorn of his
former peers or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. for
answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to Dr. King to find out. Then comes the day Justyce
goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows rolled down, music turned up--way up, sparking the fury of a
white off-duty cop beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the
media fallout, it's Justyce who is under attack.
Falling Over Sideways by Jordan Sonnenblick (Scholastic Press, 2016)
Claire's life is a joke . . . but she's not laughing. While her friends seem to be leaping forward, she's dancing in the
same place. The mean girls at school are living up to their mean name, and there's a boy, Ryder, who's just as bad,
if not worse. And at home, nobody's really listening to her - if anything, they seem to be more in on the joke than
she is. Then into all of this (not-very-funny-to-Claire) comedy comes something intense and tragic - while her dad
is talking to her at the kitchen table, he falls over with a medical emergency. Suddenly the joke has become very
serious - and the only way Claire, her family, and her friends are going to get through it is if they can find a way
to make it funny again.
Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner (Crown Books for Young Readers, 2017)
Where are you guys? Text me back. That's the last message Carver Briggs will ever send his three best friends,
Mars, Eli, and Blake. He never thought that it would lead to their death. Now Carver can't stop blaming himself
for the accident and even worse, a powerful judge is pressuring the district attorney to open up a criminal
investigation. Luckily, Carver has some unexpected allies: Eli's girlfriend, the only person to stand by him at
school; Dr. Mendez, his new therapist; and Blake's grandmother, who asks Carver to spend a "goodbye day"
together to share their memories and say a proper farewell. Soon the other families are asking for their own
goodbye day with Carver--but he's unsure of their motives. Will they all be able to make peace with their losses,
or will these goodbye days bring Carver one step closer to a complete breakdown or--even worse--prison?
Heartless by Marissa Meyer (Feiwel & Friends, 2016)
Long before she was the terror of Wonderland—the infamous Queen of Hearts—she was just a girl who wanted to
fall in love. Catherine may be one of the most desired girls in Wonderland, and a favorite of the unmarried King
of Hearts, but her interests lie elsewhere. A talented baker, all she wants is to open a shop with her best friend. But
according to her mother, such a goal is unthinkable for the young woman who could be the next queen. Then Cath
meets Jest, the handsome and mysterious court joker. At the risk of offending the king and infuriating her parents,
she and Jest enter into an intense, secret courtship. Cath is determined to define her own destiny and fall in love
on her terms. But in a land thriving with magic, madness, and monsters, fate has other plans.
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How Dare the Sun Rise: Memories of a War Child by Sandra Uwiringiyimana (Katherine Tegen Books, 2017)
Sandra was just ten years old when she found herself with a gun pointed at her head. She had watched as rebels
gunned down her mother and six-year-old sister in a refugee camp. Remarkably, the rebel didn't pull the trigger,
and Sandra escaped. Thus began a new life for her and her surviving family members. With no home and no
money, they struggled to stay alive. Eventually, through a United Nations refugee program, they moved to
America, only to face yet another ethnic disconnect. Sandra may have crossed an ocean, but there was now a
much wider divide she had to overcome.
In a Perfect World by Trish Doller (Simon Pulse, 2017)
Caroline Kelly is excited to be spending her summer vacation working at the local amusement park with her best
friend, exploring weird Ohio with her boyfriend, and attending soccer camp with the hope she'll be her team's
captain in the fall. But when Caroline's mother is hired to open an eye clinic in Cairo, Egypt, Caroline's plans are
upended. Caroline is now expected to spend her summer and her senior year in a foreign country, away from her
friends, her home, and everything she's ever known. With this move, Caroline predicts she'll spend her time
navigating crowded streets, eating unfamiliar food, and having terrible bouts of homesickness. But when she finds
instead is a culture that surprises her, a city that astounds her, and a charming, unpredictable boy who challenges
everything she thought she knew about life, love, and privilege.
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds (Caitlyn Dlouhy Books/Atheneum, 2017)
An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is National Book Award finalist and New York Times bestseller Jason
Reynolds's fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds--the time it takes a kid to decide
whether or not he's going to murder the guy who killed his brother.
Loving Vs. Virginia by Patricia Hruby Powell (Chronicle Books, 2017)
In 1955, in Caroline County, Virginia, amidst segregation and prejudice, injustice and cruelty, two teenagers fell
in love. Their life together broke the law, but their determination would change it. Richard and Mildred Loving
were at the heart of a Supreme Court case that legalized marriage between races, and a story of the devoted couple
who faced discrimination, fought it, and won.
Miles Morales: A Spider-Man Novel by Jason Reynolds (Marvel Press, 2017)
Miles Morales is just your average teenager. Oh yeah, and he's Spider Man. When a misunderstanding leads to his
suspension from school, Miles begins to question his abilities. After all, his dad and uncle were Brooklyn
jack-boys with criminal records. As Miles tries to get his school life back on track, he can't shake the vivid
nightmares that continue to haunt him. Nor can he avoid the relentless buzz of his spidey-sense every day in
history class, amidst his teacher's lectures on the historical "benefits" of slavery and the importance of the
modern-day prison system. But after his scholarship is threatened, Miles uncovers a chilling plot, one that puts his
friends, his neighborhood, and himself at risk.
Piecing Me Together by Renee Watson (Bloomsbury, 2017)
Jade believes she must get out of her poor neighborhood if she's ever going to succeed. Her mother tells her to
take advantage of every opportunity that comes her way. And Jade has: every day she rides the bus away from her
friends and to the private school where she feels like an outsider, but where she has plenty of opportunities. But
some opportunities she doesn't really welcome, like an invitation to join Women to Women, a mentorship
program for "at-risk" girls. Just because her mentor is black and graduated from the same high school doesn't
mean she understands where Jade is coming from. Maybe there are some things she could show other women
about understanding the world and finding ways to be real, to make a difference.
Rad Women Worldwide: Artists and Athletes, Pirates and Punks, and Other Revolutionaries Who Shaped
History by Kate Schatz (Ten Speed Press, 2016)
Rad Women Worldwide tells fresh, engaging, and inspiring tales of perseverance and radical success by pairing
well researched and riveting biographies with powerful and expressive cut-paper portraits. From 430 BCE to
2016,spanning 31 countries around the world, the book features an array of diverse figures.
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Scythe by Neal Shusterman (Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2016)
A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery: humanity has conquered all those things, and has even
conquered death. Now Scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded to do so, in order to
keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to apprentice to a scythe—a role that
neither wants. These teens must master the "art" of taking life, knowing that the consequence of failure could
mean losing their own.
Solo by Kwame Alexander (Blink, 2017)
Blade never asked for a life of the rich and famous. In fact, he'd give anything not to be the son of Rutherford
Morrison, a washed-up rock star and drug addict with delusions of a comeback. Or to no longer be part of a family
known most for lost potential, failure, and tragedy, including the loss of his mother. The one true light is his
girlfriend, Chapel, but her parents have forbidden their relationship, assuming Blade will become just like his
father. In reality, the only thing Blade and Rutherford have in common is the music that lives inside them. And
songwriting is all Blade has left after Rutherford, while drunk, crashes his high school graduation speech and
effectively rips Chapel away forever. But when a long-held family secret comes to light, the music disappears. In
its place is a letter, one that could bring Blade the freedom and love he's been searching for, or leave him feeling
even more adrift.
The Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and Virtue by Mackenzi Lee (Katherine Tegen Books, 2017)
Henry "Monty" Montague doesn't care that his roguish passions are far from suitable for the gentleman he was
born to be. But as Monty embarks on his grand tour of Europe, his quests for pleasure and vice are in danger of
coming to an end. Not only does his father expect him to take over the family's estate upon his return, but Monty
is also nursing an impossible crush on his best friend and traveling companion, Percy. So Monty vows to make
this yearlong escapade one last hedonistic hurrah and flirt with Percy from Paris to Rome. But when one of
Monty's reckless decisions turns their trip abroad into a harrowing manhunt, it calls into question everything he
knows, including his relationship with the boy he adores.
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas (Balzer+Bray, 2017)
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy
suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the
fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a
gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to
intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It
could also endanger her life.
The Names They Gave Us by Emery Lord (Bloomsbury, 2017)
Lucy Hansson was ready for a perfect summer with her boyfriend, working at her childhood Bible camp on the
lake and spending quality time with her parents. But when her mom's cancer reappears, Lucy falters-in her faith
and in her ability to cope. When her boyfriend "pauses" their relationship and her summer job switches to a
different camp-one for troubled kids-Lucy isn't sure how much more she can handle. Attempting to accept a new
normal, Lucy slowly regains footing among her vibrant, diverse coworkers, Sundays with her mom, and a crush
on a fellow counselor. But when long-hidden family secrets emerge, can Lucy set aside her problems and discover
what grace really means?
The Sun is Also a Star by Nicola Yoon (Delacorte, 2016)
Natasha: I'm a girl who believes in science and facts. Not fate. Not destiny. Or dreams that will never come true.
I'm definitely not the kind of girl who meets a cute boy on a crowded New York City street and falls in love with
him. Not when my family is twelve hours away from being deported to Jamaica. Falling in love with him won't be
my story. Daniel: I've always been the good son, the good student, living up to my parents' high expectations.
Never the poet. Or the dreamer. But when I see her, I forget about all that. Something about Natasha makes me
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think that fate has something much more extraordinary in store--for both of us. The Universe: Every moment in
our lives has brought us to this single moment. A million futures lie before us. Which one will come true?
Warcross by Marie Lu (G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2017)
For the millions who log in every day, Warcross isn't just a game--it's a way of life. Struggling to make ends meet,
teenage hacker Emika Chen works as a bounty hunter, tracking down Warcross players who bet on the game
illegally. To make some quick cash, Emika takes a risk and hacks into the opening game of the international
Warcross Championships--only to accidentally glitch herself into the action and become an overnight sensation.
Convinced she's going to be arrested, Emika is shocked when instead she gets a call from the game's creator, the
elusive young billionaire Hideo Tanaka, with an irresistible offer. He needs a spy on the inside of this year's
tournament in order to uncover a security problem . . . and he wants Emika for the job. With no time to lose,
Emika's whisked off to Tokyo and thrust into a world of fame and fortune that she's only dreamed of. But soon her
investigation uncovers a sinister plot, with major consequences for the entire Warcross empire.
When Dimple Met Rishi by Sandhya Menon (Simon Pulse, 2017)
Dimple Shah has it all figured out. With graduation behind her, she's more than ready for a break from her family,
from Mama's inexplicable obsession with her finding the "Ideal Indian Husband." Dimple knows they must
respect her principles on some level, though. If they truly believed she needed a husband right now, they wouldn't
have paid for her to attend a summer program for aspiring web developers...right? Rishi Patel is a hopeless
romantic. So when his parents tell him that his future wife will be attending the same summer program as
him--wherein he'll have to woo her--he's totally on board. Because as silly as it sounds to most people in his life,
Rishi wants to be arranged, believes in the power of tradition, stability, and being a part of something much bigger
than himself. Dimple and Rishi may think they have each other figured out. But when opposites clash, love works
hard to prove itself in the most unexpected ways.
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